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Brazilian  only  worker 


Southern  Baptist  work 
returns  to  Mozambique 


which  is  sweeping  through  schools.  Since  June,  more  than 
S.500  students,  teachers,  headmasters  and  parents  have  ac¬ 
cepted  Christ  as  a  result  of  revivals  Parker  launched  in  gov-  By  Robert  O’Brien 

emment  schools.  Weekly  One  Way  Clubs  for  discipleship  MAPUTO,  Mozambique  (EP) — 
training  have  sprung  up  in  38  schools,  where  Parker  has  Baptist  leaders  in  Mozambique  have 
preached  to  20,000  students.  (BP)  PHOTO  By  Jim  Richardson,  asked  Southern  Baptists  to  reopen 

mission  work  in  the  small  southern  Af¬ 
rican  nation  if  they  can  obtain  gov¬ 
ernment  permission. 

Their  hopes  have  risen  following  the 
granting  of  a  visa  to  a  Foreign  Mission 
Board  representative  to  travel  in 
Mozambique  for  the  express  purpose 
of  discussing  missionary  re-entry  with 
Baptist  Convention  of  Mozambique 
leaders. 

Marion  G.  (Bud)  Fray,  associate  to 
the  director  for  eastern  and  southern 
Africa,  returned  from  that  one-week 
trip  and  recommended  the  board  seek 
two  couples  to  fill  desperately  needed 
leadership  training  roles. 

Board  leaders  have  agreed  to  pursue 
the  request,  according  to  Davis  Saun¬ 
ders,  director  for  eastern  and  southern 
Africa. 

Missionaries  John  and  Jean  Poe  en¬ 
tered  Mozambique  in  August  1975, 
after  missionaries  Ernie  and  Jan  Har¬ 
vey.  who  entered  the  country  in  1973, 
left  on  furlough  But  the  Poes  departed 


Chjldren  gather  around  Southern  Baptist  missionary  Bob 
Parker  and  his  "One  Way"  van  and  point  upward  showing  that 
they  know  the  one  way  to  heaven  through  Jesus  Christ.  Pick¬ 
ing  up  the  idea  from  a  sticker  on  a  car  window,  Parker  began 
using  the  slogan  and  sign  when  he  spoke  in  schools  and 
found  that  students  adopted  it  with  enthusiasm.  Today  Parker 
travels  through  the  Sanyati,  Zimbabwe,  area  stirring  up  revival 


Since  then  no  missionaries  have 
been  allowed  to  re-enter  although  a 
Brazilian  Baptist  missionary,  Valnice 
Coelho,  came  to  Mozambique  in  1971 
(Continued  on  page  2) 


the  following  month  because  anti- 
American  sentiment  prevalent  in  the 
newly  independent  Marxist  nation 
made  their  work  practically  impossi¬ 
ble. 


Board  considers  study 
of  assembly  housing 


Mission  Service  Corps 
volunteers  “answer  ca 


Bible  study  ipinistry,  says  the  trans¬ 
ient  congregation  challenges  him  to 
maintain  enough  teaching  staff  for  the 
350-member  Sunday  school.  Mary 
Farr  helps  by  shouldering  other 
ministerial  duties. 

For  20  years  a  member  of  Memphis’ 
Eudora  Baptist  Church,  Mrs.  Farr  di¬ 
rected  a  children’s  Sunday  school  de¬ 
partment,  led  a  weekly  Bible  study, 
taught  English  to  foreign-born  milit¬ 
ary  wives,  and  served  as  president  of  a 
women’s  mission  education  group  at 
First  Southern. 

Four  churches  commissioned  the 
Farrs  for  their  Hawaii  mission  trip: 
Eudora  Baptist  Church  in  Memphis, 
Tenn. ;  and  three  Mississippi 
churches— Swiftwater  Baptist  Church 
in  Greenville;  Calvary  Baptist  Church 
in  Meridian;  and  Bay  Springs  Baptist 
Church  in  Porterville,  Farr’s  home 
church. 

His  reasons  for  leaving  Mississippi 
and  re-entering  full-time  Christian 
ministry  are  straightforward;  “I’m 
just  answering  the  call  of  God,”  he 
says.  . 

Edward  and  Mary  Farr  left  their  as¬ 
signment  in  Hawaii  this  summer  re¬ 
turning  home  to  Scooba.  The  couple 
are  awaiting  a  second  assignment  with 
the  Home  Mission  Board's  Mission 
Service  Corps. 

( Mark  Kelly  is  Mission  Service 
Corps  writer  I  phtographer,  MSC 
Communications  Team.) 


By  Mark  Kelly 

PEARL  HARBOR,  Hawaii-, 
Friends  wondered  why  Edward  Fan7 
twice-retired  and  newly-wed  at  age  7\ 
would  travel  at  his  own  expense  to 
serve  on  staff  of  a  church  more  than 
5.000  miles  from  his  Scooba.  Miss., 
home. 

Farr,  who  in  49  years  of  pastoral 
ministry  started  12  Mississippi  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  churches,  took  his  new 
bride.  Mary,  and  left  home  indefinitely 
to  serve  as  minister  of  education  and 
outreach  for  First  Southern  Baptist 
Church  of  Pearl  Harbor,  Hawaii. 

Assigned  as  volunteers  through  Mis¬ 
sion  Service  Corps,  a  Southern  Baptist 
program  which  recruits  self- 
supporting  missionaries,  the  Farrs 
rely  on  personal  resources  and  con¬ 
tributions  from  individuals  for  their 
livjng  expenses. 

Farr  majored  on  outreach  at  Pearl 
Harbor  "because  of  the  terrific  turn¬ 
over”  in  the  congregation,  which  is 
mostly  military  personnel. 

“I  visited  constantly,  searching  for 
prospects,”  says  Fgrr.  “But  security 
regulahons  make- it  very  difficult  to 
mefet  people  and  develop  relation¬ 
ships,'  even  in  your  own  building.” 

Telephoning  prospects  allowed  Farr 
to  skiht  the  problem  as  he  followed-up 
on  visitors  to  First  Southern  worship 
services,  enlisting  interested  persons 
in  one  of  his  two  home  Bible  studies 

Farr,  director  of  First  Southern’s 


By  Don  McGregor 

The  need  for  a  committee  of  15  per¬ 
sons  to  study  the  needs  for  guest  hous¬ 
ing  at  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  at 
Kosciusko  and  at  Gulfshore  Baptist 
Assembly  at  Pass  Christian  was  noted 
at  the  pre-convention  meeting  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
and  the  board  asked  the  convention  for 
the  authority  to  appoint  such  a  com¬ 
mittee. 

The  board  approved  unanimously  a 
motion  asking  that  such  a  committee 
“determine  the  housing  needs  of  the 
retreat  and  the  assembly, (  project 


long-range  plans  to  meet  those  needs, 
and  make  its  report  through  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  to 
the  1983  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion.” 

In  other  actions  the  board  adopted 
new  rate  schedules  for  Central  Hills 
and  Gulfshore,  heard  a  report  that  in¬ 
dicated  increases  in  every  area  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  activity  except  in  bap¬ 
tisms,  asked  that  bids  be  sought  for 
replacing  the  roof  on  the  Baptist  Stu¬ 
dent  Union  building  at  the  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi,  and  au¬ 
thorized  the  leasing  of  word  proces¬ 
sing  equipment. 


Edward  Farr  takes  a  phone  referral. 
The  Farrs  have  now  returned  to  Scooba 
and  are  awaiting  another  Home  Mission 
Board  volunteer  assignment. 


|"|V~kf^l'|  Also  authorized  was  the  employ- 

LA  UU.UUVU.  ment  of  an  architectural  firm  to 

k1~v-«  “explore  the  options  and  costs  of  in- 

I  1 1\  t  rl  stalling  another  serving  line  and  pro- 

viding  more  sealing  in  the  dining  room 
Twenty-six  participants  acted  as  of  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly, 
facilitators;  these  had  previously  In  his  remarks  to  the  board,  Execu- 
studied  the  MasterLife  materials.  Six  tive  Secretary-Treasurer  Earl  Kelly 
seminary  students  had  been  taught  by  noteu  that  annual  letters  are  in  from  64 
Stanley  Clark  at  the  Baptist  seminary  of  the  74  associations  in  the  state  con- 
in  Buenos  Aires.  Sixteen  missionaries  vention  framework.  In  those  64  associ- 
had  taken  the  course  In  the  United  aUons.  be  said,  only  baptisms  were 
States.  Four  naUonals  who  traveled  to  down  with  a  drop  of  301  Other  reports 
El  Paso,  Texas,  earlier  this  year  to  re-  indicated  an  increase  in  membership 
ceive  MasterLife  training  at  the  Bap-  of  6,574,  and  an  increase  in  Sunday 
tist  Spanish  Publishing  House,  after-  School  enrollment  of  2,808,  additional 
ward  visited  in  Mississippi.  These  four  Church  Training  enrollment  of  3,376, 
were  Roberto  Modroff,  Argentina;  more  music  prograkn  enrollees  by 
Daniel  Kernke,  Uruguay;  Diosnel  1,189,  more  Woman’s  Missionary 
Silva  Amoa,  Paraguay;  and  Rafael  Al-  Union  members  by  3,061,  and  addi- 
tamirano,  Paraguay.  tiorial  Brotherhood  members  by  1,886. 

(Continued  on  page  3)  ( Continued  on  page  2) 


Pass  Road 
pastor  resigns 

Ricky  Edwards,  pastor  of  Pass  Road 
Baptist  Church,  Gulfport,  resigned  his 
pastorate  Sunday  in  the  wake  of 
charges  concerning  currency  viola¬ 
tions.  said  Pass  Road  deacon  chair¬ 
man,  Paul  Sullivan.  ;  , 

Sullivan  said  that  associate  pastor 
Keith  Thrash  will  fill  the  pulpit  at  the 
church  for  the  time  being  and  "we  sol¬ 
icit  the  prayers  of  all  our  sister 
churches  around  the  state  for  Brother 
Edwards  and  our  church. " 

Edwards  was  arrested  along  with 
another  U  S.  citizen  and  two  Colom¬ 
bians  after  Edwards,  a  pilot,  landed  a 
four  seat  Cessna  210  at  the  Hattiesburg 
airport  Friday.  U.S.  Customs  agents 
were  reported  to  have  followed  the 
plane  into  U.S.  airspace  and  the  plane 
was  seized  by  customs  officials,  the 
Federal  Drug  Enforcement  Agency, 
state  Bureau  of  Narcotics,  and  the 
Gulfport  Police  Department.  Wire  re¬ 
ports  stated  that  more  arrests  were 
expected. 

Police  reported  the  plane  had  $85,000 
in  U.S.  currency  and  several  handguns 
aboard.  It  is  a  misdemeanor  for  citi¬ 
zens  to  enter  or  leave  the  country  with 
more  than  $5,000  without  making  de¬ 
clarations.  Edwards  and  the  other 
American,  Arthur  Keith  Smith  of  Fort 
Pierce,  Fla.,  were  released  on  bond 
an<j  the  two  Colombians  were  held 
pending  further  investigations. 

The  Pass  Road  church,  which  runs 
about  280  in  Sunday  School,  according 
to  Thrash,  added  27  in  Sunday  School 
and  had  seven  additions  Sunday  The 
church  has  led  the  state  in  baptisms 
for  the  past  several  years,  this  year 
reporting  279. 

Bobby  Perry,  Gulf  Coast  associa- 
tional  director  of  missions,  told  the 
Baptist  Record  that  he  visited  with  the 
deacons,  offering  concern  and  any 
help  necessary. 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 

A  MasterLife  workshop  held  Oct. 
17-22  in  Argentina  was  a  pilot  activity 
designed  to  introduce  MasterLife  dis¬ 
cipleship  training  materials  to  that 
part  of  the  Spanish-speaking  world, 
according  to  Ben  Bedford,  of  Buenos 
Aires,  associate  area  secretary  for  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board.  SBC.  This  was 
a  first  of  its  kind  for  South  America. 
Bedford  and  Stanley  Clark,  missio¬ 
nary,  also  of  Buenos  Aires,  coordi¬ 
nated  the  event. 

Avery  Willis,  Jr.,  originator  of  the 
MasterLife  course,  led  the  workshop. 

“This  event  drew  representatives 
from  all  levels  of  Baptist  life  in  the 
area  of  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,”  Bedford 
said.  Presidents  of  two  Baptist 
conventions— Paraguay  and 
Argentina— took  part.  Also  the  wife  of 
the  executive  secretary  of  Argentine 
Baptists,  Teresa  Loredo,  was  present. 
(Her  husband.  Ignacio  Loredo,  was  a 
speaker  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  at  First  Baptist  Church, 
Jackson,  Monday  evening. ) 

Two  hundred  persons  attended  the 
meeting  at  Villa  Bautista,  a  Baptist 
camp  in  the  mountains  at  Thea,  near 
Cordoba.  The  131  receiving  the  Mas¬ 
terLife  instructions  included  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  from  Uruguay, 
Paraguay,  and  Argentina,  as  well  as 
four  men  from  Chile,  and  around  50 
nationals.  Five  registered  as  confer¬ 
ence  leaders. 

Also  at  the  camp  for  the  week  were 
56  of  the  missionaries'  and  nationals' 
children;  three  journeymen;  a  team  of 
five  women  (four  from  Mississippi, 
one  from  Florida)  who  had  volun¬ 
teered  to  work  with  the  children  while 
their  missionary  parents  took  part  in 
class  sessions;  and  Mrs.  Sonia  Mod¬ 
roff  of  Buenos  Aires,  who  worked  with 
Spanish-speaking  children. 


Upper  Volta  government 
topples,  reports  scarce 


RICHMOND— Indirect  reports  indi-  sources  indicate  that  business  in  the 
cated  conditions  in  Upper  Volta  were  capital  including  lower  level  govern- 
returning  to  normal  after  a  Nov.  7  ment  offices,  was  going  on  as  usual 
coup.  But  a  disruption  of  communica-  Nov.  8. 

tions  with  the  capital  city  had  pre-  News  reports  indicated  the  disgrun- 
vented  contact  with  Southern  Baptist  ^  so,diers  overthrew  the  two  year 
missionaries  and  volunteers  as  of  Nov.  M  government  of  Col  Saye  and 

8  _  .  ...  .  *  ..  formed  a  junta. 

U.S.  Government  officials  say  they 

have  received  no  indications  of  any  Southern  Baptists  had  20  mis- 
American  deaths  or  injuries.  sionaries  and  25-35  volunteers  working 

John  Mills,  Foreign  Board  director  in  the  country  at  the  time  of  the  coup, 
for  West  Africa,  said  the  officials  told  Eight  missionaries  and  three  volun- 
him  the  American  school  in  teers  are  stationed  in  Ouagadougou. 
Ouagadougou  was  scheduled  to  reopen  the  remaining  volunteers  and  several 
Nov.  9,  and  the  airport  would  reopen  missionary  couples  are  working  in  the 
soon.  They  also  said  communication  rural  Diabo  Circle  where  the  Tennes- 
with  Ouagadougou,  the  capital,  was  see  Baptist  Convention  is  cooperating 
still  disrupted,  but  supposedly  was  with  missionaries  and  Voltaic  Baptists 
possible  with  other  towns  in  the  coun-  in  a  development  project  encompas- 
try.  But  Mills  said  his  calls  were  not  sing  several  villages,  which  Missis- 
getting  through.  sippian  Larry  Cox  and  his  wife  Cheryl 

Mills  said  reports  from  other  are  supervising. 


Pattie  tjent,  of  Holly  Springs,  Mississippi  WMU  president,  tries  a  sip  of  mate  offpred 
her  by  Clblia  Machinandiarena,  president  of  the  WMU  of  Argentina.  The  two  met  at 
Villa  Bautista.  Baptist  camp  near  Cordoba,  Argentina,  where  Mrs.  Dent  was  a  mission 
volunteer  child  care  worker  and  Mrs.  Machinandiarena  was  participating  in  a  Mas¬ 
terLife  workshop.  (Photo  by  Lola  Autry)  ' 
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communicate  exactly  what  we  mean.  We  often  spirits.  This  stirred  up  the  high  priest  and  the 
find  that  we  are  misunderstood  or  far  some  Sadducees  and  they  had  the  apostles  puj  in 
reason  fail  to  get  our  message  across.  The  prison.  But  an  anfcel  of  the  Lord  opened  the 
great  difficulty  in  marital  problems  is  often  a  prison  doors  and  let  them  out. 
matter  of  communication  between  a  husband  Now  instead  of  leaving  town  they  went  right 
and  a  wife.  The  friction  that  develops  between  out  and  resumed  their  preaching.  When  the 
parents  and  children  is  frequently  caused  by  officers  went  to  bring  them  out  of  their  prison 
the  inability  to  communicate  effectively.  ,  cells  to  appear  before  the  council,  they 
...  .  .  ,  ,i,„  ,«i,  h»n  couldn’t  be  found.  It  wasn’t  long,  however.be- 

In  the  context  o  resDonsibilitv  fore  the  news  came  that  they  were  out  Preach' 

given  to  us.  we  do  not  have  die  n»pom.W.g  mg  >gam  A  llme  thp  hlgh  priest  tod 

L"  S  toepel  f  Jesns  Christ,  the  Good  hrresh*1  and  brought  to  the  conned. 

News  about  Jesus.  It  is  our  task  to  conununb  ,„swer  Urn  challenge  of  tt 

C3t6  it.  KaI inf  iiritkin  o  four  uroolfC  aftpr  PpntATftSt..  It  IS 


By  James  Yates,  president  are  happening.  Today  we  not  only  hear  what  is 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  happening  on  the  other  side  of  the  world  at  the 

.  .  moment  it  happens,  but  by  means  of  television 

We  WANT  to  communicate,  it  is  our  bust-  and  satellites  we  can  see  it.  Among  Southern 
ss,  our  calling.  We  dream  of  holding  an  au-  Baptists  we  are  coming  acquainted  with  ACTS 
jnce  spellbound  as  we  present  the  gospel.  (American  Christian  Television  System)  and 
»  study  the  “how  to’s”  of  sermon  prepara-  TelNet 
n.  We  spend  hours  researching,  organizing.  More  Ways 

d  developing  our  messages.  And  yet,  we  feel  How  has  this  affected  the  mission  of  the 
metimes  they  get  across  and  sometimes  chUrch?  The  answer  is  obvious.  Today  the 
ty  don’t.  This  tension  between  our  need  to  church  has  more  ways  of  communicating  the 
mmunicate  effectively  and  our  inability  to  Gospel  than  it  has  ever  had  in  its  history  and 
so  consistently  drives  us  to  search  for  a  yet,  someone  has  suggested,  it  has  less  to  say.  I 
mmunications  method  that  really  works.  do  believe  this  is  true.  Our  problem  is  in¬ 
to  1965  the  Communications  SateUiteCo^  creasingly  one  of  not  cormnunicating  effec- 
:  ..  u  .  c.  .  thg,  first  tively  the  message  we  have.  We  sing  en- 

100  i  atoiiit®  CuWpA  “Farlv  Bird  ’’  it  thusiastically,  “I  love  to  tell  the  story,”  and 
mmerciai  satellite.  Called  Early  BFd,  it  tm  f^donotteI1  it  outside  the  walls  of 

15  an.  the  church  building.  Others  don’t  tell  it  well, 

annels  It  couto  d We  sing,  "Jesus  loves  the  little  children,  all  the 
sts  between^ LUm^Statesa^  Emmpe  childreKn  of  ^  World,"andyetsomeof  usfind 
irly  Bird  orbited  the  earto  once  every  24  ^  across  ^  strect 

^  especially  if  they  are  not  of  “our  kind."  We 

lantic  Ocean  at  the  equa  o  .  deny  the  universaiity  0f  the  Gospel  by  our  re- 

Since  that  memorable  event,  remarkable  fusal  to  accept  those  in  our  own  communities 
rogress  has  been  made  in  the  area  of  space  who  do  not  reflect  our  precise  culture, 
•chnology  until  almost  unbelievable  things  Now  I  recognize  that  it  is  not  always  easy  to 


111.  1-1/.  |  TT  1IV1II  JVM  liau  |#»»*  w  - 

In  the  fifth  chapter  of  the  Book  of  Acts,  there  on  a  tree."  Christ  is  enthroned:  “1 
is  the  record  of  Peter  and  John,  among  others,  whom  God  exalted  to  his  right  ham 
having  a  great  time  in  Jerusalem  preaching,  and  a  Saviour.”  Christ  is  at  worl 
teaching,  and  healing.  Multitudes  heard  about  repentance  to  Israel ,  and  forgive 
this  ministry  and  came  from  around  the  city,  The  risen  Christ,  the  crucified 
bringing  their  sick  and  those  with  unclean  ,  ,  (Continued  on  page  2) 
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thmgj,”  hr,St  ^  working  Christ .  . .  “these 

Jj*  *  the  chorchY  .. 

ses  'n1"rCid0e!not  *****  10  entertain  the 
”?•  church  does 
educate  the 
terested  f 
wibess  to  u 
“X  crucified  Christ 

living  and  v.„‘ 

Perhaps  then 

Mission  Thrust 
hodjctn  the  u 

^ear  ^e  live  in  a  big  world, 
«  more  than  four  billion  people,  and  it 
If  experiencing  a  net  growth  of  200,000  per  day. 
.Put  it  another  way,  a  city  the  approximate 
of  metropolitan  Jackson  is  being  added  to 
our  world  daily. 

It  took  the  world  from  the  beginning  of  time 
w>  the  year  1800  to  reach  its  first  billion  people, 
by  ^1910  the  second  billion  had  been  added,  or 
within  a  time  span  of  about  100  years.  By  1950 
thcrthird  billion  was  inhabiting  the  earth,  and 
from  1950  until  now  more  than  one  additional 


For  the  mtfst  part,  oq  does  in  the  South  are 
saturated  with  church* ;  apt  the  growth  in  our 
churches  is  not  keepini  pdce  with  the  popula- 

_  tion  in  many  areas,  u  1960-81  our  Southern 

Religious  News  Service  late  last  year  reveals  Baptist  churches  baptittd405,608,  which  is  the 
how  dramatic  the  missionary  retreat  has  been  tenth  largest  number  of  baptisms  reported  in 
by  showing  the  percentage  decline  in  the  Southern  Baptist  histdjyTand  yet  24,000  less 
number  of  overseas  career  missionaries  than  the  previous  yej3.  [The  percentage  de- 

among  softie  of  the  major  denominations  bet-  cline  in  Mississippi  was  apout  the  same  as  for 

ween  1962  and  1979:  Episcopal  Church,  79%  the  entire  Convention  .j 

decline;  Lutheran  Church  in  America,  70%;  Baptized  o*  one 

ITnifAd  Dmck.ftnrion  Phlirrh  ill  fftP  IT  R  A  a  _!•  A  1  .  lff  .  . 


evangelism  at  home  and  missionary  outreach 
abroad,  reveals  retreat  and  retrenchment,  not 
growth  and  advance.  , 

s  mission  and  message.  An  article  written  by  a  correspondent  for  the 

_ _ _ >mas- 

not  exist  primarily  to 
mas ses,  though  she  must  be  in¬ 
to  education  The  church  exists  to 
things”  —  the  risen  Christ, 

- 1,  the  enthroned  Christ,  the 

working  Christ 

!  most  significant  goal  of  the  Bold 
—1  is  the  challenge  to  give  every- 
world  an  opportunity  to  hear  the 
1.  We  live  in  a  big  world. 


wisely  in  a  letter  to  the  editor  of  our  Baptist 
Record.  He  said,  in  part,  “A  New  Testament 
church  should  never  call  a  man  to  serve  as 
pastor  until  the  people  have  earnestly  prayed 
and  feel  that  they  are  following  God’s  will.  On 
the  other  hand,  a  church  should  pray  even 
earnestly  before  dismissing  the  pastor 


strength  and  pull  together  or  we  will  never  get 
the  job  done. 

My  second  concern  is  that  we  will  commit 
our  churches  to  buildings  and  programs  to 
such  an  extent  that  our  mission  gifts  will  suffer 
and  this  great  effort  will  be  forced  to  operate 
on  our  left-overs.  As  part  of  the  Bold  Mission 
Thrust  we  pledged  to  double  our  Cooperative 
Program  gifts  by  1982  and  to  double  them 
twice  again  by  the  year  2000. 

The  figures  are  not  all  in  yet,  but  it  is  going  to 


more  earnestly  Deiore  aismissing  tne  pastor 
who  was  called  under  God’s  leadership.” 

We  must  make  all  of  these  concerns  a  matter 
of  prayer.  These  are  exciting  days.  They  are 
days  of  opportunity.  We  must  not  fail  to  claim 
them  for  our  Lord.  We  have  the  human  re¬ 
sources,  we  have  the  financial  resources;  and 
we  have  proven  programs  which  have  been 
blessed  of  God. 

These  may  not  be  particularly  good  times  in 
some  respects.  Marriage  and  home  are  in  dis¬ 
array;  criminal  activity  is  on  the  increase, 
alcoholism  and  drug-related  problems  con¬ 
tinue  to  frustrate  us,  and  economic  conditions 
threaten  the  well  being  of  millions  of  families 
Faith  is  being  put  to  the  test  as  never  before. 

We  are  not  justified,  however,  in  making 
pessimism  our  outlook  when  we  think  of  God. 
Christianity  is  essentially  a  religion  of  hope, 
but  when  we  look  around  us  we  find  the  only 
basis  of  hope  in  a  world  like  ours  is  an  un- 
shakeable  belief  in  God,  a  belief  that  we  are 
not  going  it  alone,  that  there  is  an  eternal  pur¬ 
pose  that  backs  us  up. 

True,  his  calendar  is  not  the  same  as  ours. 
He  is  a  God  to  whom  a  thousand  years  are  but 
as  yesterday  when  it  is  past,  and  as  a  watch  in 
the  night. 


erage  Southern  Baptist  church  channeled 
8.9%  of  its  gifts  through  the  Cooperative  Prbg- 
ram.  Our  churches  in  Mississippi  did  a  little 
better  than  that.  We  gave  9.7%,  but  have 
moved  up  only  slightly  since  Bold  Mission  ( 
Thrust  began. 

At  this  rate 

At  this  rate,  are  we  going  to  be  able  to  reach 
our  goal  and  be  able  to  send  and  support  5,000 
missionaries  (overseas)  by  the  year  2000?  Our 
willingness  to  make  some  sacrifices  may  de¬ 
pend  upon  how  important  we  think  this  really 
is. 

A  third  concern  comes  closer  to  home  and 
that  has  to  do  with  the  lack  of  harmony  which  1 
exists  in  many  of  our  churches.  I  am  convinced . 
that  the  devil  is  never  happier  than  when  he 
can  get  God’s  people  fussing  and  fighting. 
Some  churches  seem  not  to  be  happy  unless 
they  are  unhappy. 

Much  of  the  division  and  unhappiness  in  our  I 
churches  is  something  that  has  reached  al-  > 
most  epidemic  proportions  and  that  is  the  fir¬ 
ing  and  forced  resignations  of  pastors.  This 
has  become  so  common  that  scores  of  edito¬ 
rials  and  other  articles  have  been  written1 
about  it /in  Baptist  and  other  religious  papers,  i 
The  first  southwide  conference  is  being  plan¬ 
ned  to  help  pastors  who  have  been  victimized  j 
by  such  action  to  cope.  In  some  rare  cases 
perhaps  pastors  should  be  fired,  but  in  most 
cases  there  is  no  j  ust  cause  and  they  are  being  , 
dismissed  on  trumped  up  charges  because  the 
power  brokers  have  decided  that  it  is  time  for 
them  to  go.  , 

Dr.  Allen  Webb  addressed  this  matter 


no  one  last  year.  But  I  am  going  to  be  slow  to 
pass  judgment,  because!  have  to  ask  myself 
whether  or  not  my  chit  has  done  38  well  in 
light  of  its  opportunity  However,  it  may  be  a 
commentary  on  our  f|  lire  to  take  seriously 
our  commission  to  be  w  tpesses  when  it  is  rec¬ 
ognized  that  only  2.4%  ojour  people  ever  win 
anyone  to  Christ. 

Somehow  we  must  gtt  out  to  where  the 
people  are  if  Bold  MissioiS  is  to  become  a  real- 
ity  and  our  homeland  is  to  be  won  to  Christ. 

I  am  convinced  that  we  have  both  the  human 
and  financial  resources  to  carry  out  the  gigan¬ 
tic  task  we  have  been  given.  I  would  like  to 
believe  our  commitment  to  do  it  is  real.  At  the 
same  time,  there  are  some  very  real  dangers 
to  which  we  must  be  alerted. 

One  is  what  I  call  fragmentation.  It  disturbs 
me  when  I  read  of  efforts  being  made  within 
oUr  Southern  Baptist  Convention  to  organize 
splinter  groups.  One  group  says,  “we  support 
the  issue  of  inerrancy,  and  if  you  agree  with  us 
and  our  terminology,  join  our  group.  ’’  Another 
says,  “we  are  of  a  certain  politicaPpersuasion 
and  if  you  agree  with  us  and  our  politics,  get  on 
board!”  Still  another  group  says,  “we  are 
more  concerned  with  social  issues  than  we  are 
with  either  the  political  or  inerrancy  questions 
and  if  you  feel  as  we  do,  then  join  us.” 

This  whole  concept  appears  to  be  completely 
foreign  to  that  of  our  founding  fathers.  There  is 
the  danger  that  our  strength  as  a  denomina¬ 
tion  will  be  diluted  and  all  that  we  are  attempt¬ 
ing  to  do  through  world  missions  will  suffer. 
For  the  tremendous  task  to  which  we  have 
committed  ourselves,  we  must  be  at  full 


Missionary  growth 

way,  a  city  the  approximate  Two  exceptions  to  the  trend  away  from  send¬ 
ing  foreign  missionaries  were  the  Assemblies 
of  God,  which  showed  a  49%  growth,  and 
Southern  Baptists,  which  recorded  a  90%  in¬ 
crease. 

*5o  there  is  evidence  that  we  are  taking  seri¬ 
ously  many  of  the  goals  we  set  for  ourselves  in 
Bold  Mission  Thrust,  and  one  of  them  is  the 
goal  of  having  5,000  career  missionaries 
(overseas)  by  the  year  2000. 

At  the  end  of  September  of  this  year,  our 
Foreign  Mission  Board  reported  a  total  mis¬ 
sionary  staff  of  3,068,  which  included  2,600 
career  missionaries,  248  missionary  as¬ 
sociates,  208  journeymen,  and  12  special  pro¬ 
ject  missionaries.  A  record  355  missionaries 
were  appointed  during  1981,  a  record  which  is 
almost  certain  to  be  broken  in  1982  with 
perhaps  as  many  as  400  being  appointed  this 
year.  The  increase  in  career  missionaries  is  on 
schedule  to  reach  the  goal  of  5,000  by  the  year 
2000 

While  less  attention  is  focused  on  the  work  of 
our  Home  Mission  Board,  none  of  us  would 
minimize  the  importance  of  reaching  our 
homeland  for  Christ.  It  has  been  estimated 
that  there  are  as  many  as  145  million  lost 
people  in  the  United  States;  45  million  boys 
and  girls  who  will  never  be  in  Sunday  School ; 
and  three  out  of  every  four  homes  in  America 
are  not  involved  in  any  church.  So,  we  have  a 
vast  mission  field  right  here  at  our  doorstep, 
and  if  we  lose  our  homeland ,  everything  is  lost. 


Someone  has  said  that  the  Bible  is  the  book 
of  great  expectations.  Indeed  it  is.  It  tells  us 
that  in  the  darkest  night  the  day  is.  coming. 

We  are  not  fighting  a  losing  battle  for  Christ 
and  righteousness  and  truth  and  goodness. 
Christianity  is  at  home  in  chaos,  and  God  is 
leading  through  storms  and  adversity,  not  to 
defeat  and  despair,  but  to  a  glorious  conquest 
over  sin  and  wrong.  So  let  us  be  busy  at  the 
primary  task  for  whifh  Christ  has  called  and 
commissioned  us. 


( This  is  an  edited  version  of  the  president’s 
address  delivered  Monday,  Nov.  8, 1982  to  The 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  James  Yates 
is  pastor  qf  First  Baptist  ChurcH,  Yazoo  City.) 


State  averaged 
million  a  month 


Board  considers  study 


Mississippi  Baptists  have  given 
more  than  $1  million  through  the 
Cooperative  Program  for  nine  out  of 
ten  months  of  this  year,  said  Earl 
Kelly,  executive  secretary-treasurer 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board.  , 

October  gifts  to  the  unified  budget 
plan  were  $1,003,580,  making  a  total  of 
•$11,188,968  for  the  first  ten  months  of 
'1982.  Only  May,  which  totaled  $913,153, 
drew  less  than  a  million  dollars. 

A  prorata  budget  would  expect. gifts 
of  $11,800,417;  tewksing  a  possible 
shortfall  of  $411,499;  if  gifts  average 
the  same  for  the  next  two  months.; 

October  gifts  in  1981  were  $1,083,380, 
a  drop  of  7.4  percent  to  October  1982’s 
gifts. 

Total  budgeted  for  1982 ,  is 
$13,920,500,  an  increase  of  11  percent 
over  }198l. 

Traditionally,  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches  give  more  in  the  last  two 
months  of  the  year  than  in  the  earlier 
months.  For  instance,  the  record  giv¬ 
ing  month  for  Mississippi  Baptists  to 
the  Cooperative  Program  was  De¬ 
cember,  1981  when  they  gave 
$1,326,332. 

This  giving  pattern  is  what  the 
elected  members  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  take  into 
consideration,”  said  Kelly,  “when  de¬ 
veloping  the  yearly  budgets  for  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  Often 
we  play  catch  up  ball,  but  Mississippi 
Baptists  tend  to  come  through  with  full 
support  of  their  joint  missions  and 
educational  efforts.” 


New  union  formed 

ROSEAU,  Dominica 


(Continued  from  page  1) 

JCelly  noted  the  newspaper  accounts 
of  the  resignation  of  Ricky  Edwards, 
pastor  of  Pass  Road  Baptist  Church  in 
Gulfshore  on  misdemeanor  charges  of 
violating  federal  currency  regulations 
iq  what  is  a  part  of  continuing  investi¬ 
gations.  Kelly  pointed  out  that  the 
church  leads  the  state  in  the  number  of 
baptisms  for  the  year  and  asked  that 
board  members  would  remember  in 
prayer  the  former  pastor,  his  family, 
apd  the  church. 

•He  also  asked  prayer  for  a  meeting 
Friday  of  several  key  Southern  Baptist 
personalities  which  will  be  held  at  the 
Sheraton  Hotel  in  Dallas.  He  will  be  a 
part  of  the  group  that  he  said  will  be 
searching  for  ways  to  “get  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  back  on 
ttack.”  The  meeting  was  initiated  by 
SBC  President  Jimmy  Draper. 

;  Kelly  said  Southern  Baptists  are  “on 
the  fringe  of  the  most  exciting  mis¬ 
sions  accomplishments  since  the  First 
Century  if  we  can  just  keep  our  heads 
screwed  on  right”  He  added  that  the 
hbpe  is  that  by  the  convention  in 
Pittsburgh  the  main  agenda  for  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  will  be  what  they  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  doing. 

:  At  the  end  of  the  meeting  the  board 
adopted  a  motion  calling  for  letters  to 
be  written  to  the  Pass  Road  Baptist 
Church  and  to  Ricky  Edwards  ex¬ 
pressing  sympathy. 

During  his  remarks  Kelly  called  for 
a  strong  resolution  by  the  convention 
dealing  with  drug  abuse. 

The  Convention  Board  adopted  new 
insurance  coverage  on  Gulfshore 
yhich  will  save  $12,336  per  year  and  (Continued  from  page  1)  “We  have  a  tremendous  opportunity 

sAill  afford  a  more  desirable  expert-  and  has  remained  in  the  country.  Fray  to  help  train  leaders  in  this  young  con- 
ence  in  a  deductible  arrangement.  says  she  may  be  the  only  evangelical  vention  which  stands  on  the  edge  of 
:A  report  from  the  Missions  and  missionary  in  Mozambique.  really  doing  something  for  Christ,”  he 

Evangelism  Committee  indicated  a  38  The  possibility  of  re-entry  arose  last  said. 

percent  increase  in  conversions  on  col-  April  when  John  Griggs,  Southern  “We  need  to  forget  the  losses  of  the 
lege  campuses  but  noted  a  statement  Baptist  missionary  to  Zimbabwe,  was  past  and  the  changes  that  have  been 
from  Guy  Henderson,  Mississippi  granted  a  visa  to  travel  to  Mozam-  made  because  of  the  past,”  Fray  ad- 
Baptist  evangelism  director,  that  Mis-  babwe,  was  granted  a  visa  to  travel  to  ded.  “The  thrill  of  Mozambique  is  its 
siesipi  Baptists  are  maintaining  a  bap-  Mozambique  to  conduct  a  week  of  re-  wonderful  new  potential.  Baptist  work 
dsm  rate  only  large  enough  to  be  bap-  vival  meetings  at  the  Baptist  church  in  there  is  being  born  under  extremely 
being  their  own  children.  The  commit-  Beira.  Convention  officials  ap-  difficult  circumstances.  But  it  has  the 
tee  also  noted  that  of  the  2.5  million  proached  him  at  that  time.  strength  thatdifficulty  and  trial  brings 

population  in  the  state,  only  500,000  of  Fray  returned  from  his  trip  in  early  a  person  or  an  organization. 
aB  denominations  and  races  are  in  October  impressed  by  what  the  Bap-  “There’s  faith  there.  There’s  corn- 
church  services  on  any  given  Sunday.  tists  are  doing  despite  pressures  mitment  there.  There’s  love  there. 

rough  drawing  of  renovation  prop-  against  Christianity.  He  expressed  en-  There’s  priority  there,”  he  declared, 
osals  for  the  BSU  center  at  MSU  were  thusiasm  about  the  dynamism  of  the  “Southern  Baptists  need  to  pray  for 
presented,  and  an  architect  will  design  leaders  and  other  members—  this  vibrant  band  of  Baptist  believers 
more  accurate  drawings.  especially  young  adults— in  the  con-  in  Mozambique  who  aren't  just  holding 

—Bill  Webb,  Meridian  pastor  and  vention’s  six  churches  and  15  preach-  on  but  are  marching  forward  for  the 
efiairman  of  the  Pastor-Church  Build-  ing  points  and  at  the  Baptist  Bible  In-  cause  of  Christ.” 
iiig  Aid  Committee,  asked  for  and  re-  stitute  begun  by  the  Harveys.  Fray  emphasized  missionary  per¬ 

ceived  permission  to  transfer  $8,500 
from  the  building  aid  account  to  the 
pnloral  aid  account  in  order  to  better 
sgj^e  the  needs  of  pastors  in  small  but 
growing  situations.  He  also  sought  and 

nSived  authorization  for  combining  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lonnie  A.  Doyle  Jr., 
t)ie3wo  funds  into  one  in  the  future  so  missionaries  to  Brazil,  have  arrived  in 
the  money  might  be  better  used  the  States  for  furlough  (address:  202 
Without  the  need  of  such  transfers.  Marion  St.,  Palestine.  Texas  75801). 

^The  board  authorized  the  leasing  of  Bom  in  Clinton,  Miss. ,  he  grew  up  in 

word  processing  equipment  from  A.  B.  Anson,  Texas.  She  is  the  former 

Ijfck.  It  also  adopted  a  resolution  to  be  Janelle  Hartwick  of  Anson.  They  were 
■resented  to  the  convention  regarding  appointed  by  the  Foreign  Mission 
tfe£  Southern  Baptist  Protection  Prog-  1  Board  in  1949. 
rittn  Church  Annuity  Plan  affecting 

tJft  maximum  contribution  amend-  Shirley  Jackson,  missionary  to 


were  rotating  off  of  the  board  with 
this  convention.  They  were  Fred  Hight 
of  Leakesville,  Bruce  Jolly  of  San- 
dersville,  William  Patten  of  North 
Carrollton.  W.  E.  Phillips  of  Bay 
Springs,  George  Steward  of  Duck  Hill, 
Arnold  Taylor  of  Olive  Branch,  Ran¬ 
som  Walters  of  Lucedale,  William 
Webb  of  Meridian,  and  Walter  Yeldell 
of  Greenwood.  ‘j 

Recommendations  for  pastoral  aid 
adopted  by  tfi^WWhmittee  for  1983 
amounted  to  $18,500.  and  recommen¬ 
dations  adopted  for  church  building 
aid  amounted  to  $4,500. 

New  rates  for  Central  Hills  adopted 
by  the  board  included  $4  for  breakfast 
for  groups  of  20  to  39  and  $3  for  40  or 
more,  $4,75  for  lunch  for  the  smaller 
group  and  $3.50  for  the  larger,  and  the 
same  for  supper  as  for  lunch. 

For  Gulfshore  the  new  rates  include 
a  youth  conference  package  plan  for 
$79.50.  Uniform  retreat  costs  for  senior 
adults  are  $94  for  retreats  and  $53  for 
conclaves.  Two  to  four  persons  in  a  C 
room  will  be  $12,  two  m  an  A  room  will 
be  $14,  two  per  room  in  a  B  room  will  be 
$29.50,  three  per  room  in  a  B  room  will 
be  $41.25,  and  four  per  room  in  a  B 
room  will  be  $51.  Breakfast  will  be  $3, 
Lunch  will  be  $3.75,  and  supper  will  be 
$3.75. 


The  Dom-  SINGAPORE— Queenstown  Baptist 
period  ot36  months  at  the  rate  of  $1,605  jnjca  Baptist  Union  has  formed  with  Church  in  Singapore  will  give  financial 
per  month  with  option  to  buy  for  $1  at  three  churches  as  charter  members  support  to  the  prison  ministry  of  God- 
the  end  of  the  period.  Similar  equip-  an(j  the  new  national  body  was  ac-  frey  Chan,  a  graduate  of  the  Baptist 
ment  will  be  leased  for  Gulfshore  at  a  cepted  jnto  the  regional  Caribbean  Theological  Seminary,  Penang, 
lease  cost  of  $1,000  to  $1,200.  Also  a  new  Baptist  [.Fellowship.  One  delegate  at  Malaysia.  This  is  Singapore  Baptists’ 
15-passenger  van  will  be  purchased  for  the  organizing  service  voiced  the  first  prison  witness.  The  prison  direc- 
Gulfshore  to  replace  the  one  now  in  use  commitment  of  the  entire  group  when  tor  recently  granted  Chan  a  permit  to 
that  was  purchased  in  1974.  he  said,  "TTie  Dominica  Baptist  Union  enter  the  prison  to  conduct  religious 

In  its  meeting  preceding  the  board  has  been  slow  in  coming,  but  it  is  here  services.  He  can  also  distribute  Bibles 
meeti<$g/ -the  Executive  Committee  .of  to  stay,  "reported  Southern  Baptist  and gospel  literature.  Attendance  rosie 
the  board  authorized  $2,500  for  Bogue  missionary  press  representative  Betty  from  20  to  more  than  80  during  the  first 
Chitto  Church  and  the  same  amount  Walker.  three  months  of  his  ministry, 

for  Mt.  Zion  Church,  both  in  New  Choc-  ,  '  ' 

taw  Association,  for  building  aid.  ConsidlCC  DTOiect  Church  attacked 

The  new  Church  Annuity  Plan  resol-  *  MOSCOW  ( EP )— The  Soviet  press  in 

utions  to  go  before  the  convention  WASHINGTON  (EP)— The  a  wee*cly  paper  bluntly  accused  the 

would  allow  members  to  add  to  their  c„vpnth-dav  Adventist  rhnwh’«  Roman  Catholic  Church  Oct.  20  of  in- 
armuity  package  $30,000  or  25  percent  a  £w  tfrwg  and  “funding”  Opponents  of 

of  the  annual  compensation,  three-phase  training  program  to  aid  the  martial-law  government  in  Po- 
whichever  is  less;  speak  to  the  eligibil-  its  18.vear-old  male  memhers  who  land.  It  was  the  sharpest  and  most  di- 
ity  of  members  to  withdraw  from  their  have  complied  with  the  I960  Selective  at*fck  ?n  Polfh  church  since 
annuity  accounts  once  each  year;  Service  law  bv  reeisterine  for  the  ^  outhreak  of  unrest  in  Poland, 
speak  to  a  one-time  transfer  of  account  ..  « «“ ,*he  church  was  directly 

funds  on  reUrement;  and  establish  the  ^nee  Project  ”  will  prepare  them  to  'mked  to  the  counterrevolutionary  un- 
defimtion  of  beneficiary.  serve  ^  callec|  derground  that  is  urging  Poles  to 

Charles  Pickering,  Laurel  attorney,  The  Conscience  Project  is  a  ten-hour  str.‘ke  a”d  commit  sabotage  and  that  is 
is  president  of  the  Convention  Board,  seminar  type  session.  The  topics  co-  calling  “even  for  an  armed  uprising. 
Ed  Gandy,  pastor  of  First  Church,  vered  include  decision  making/values  T'Viivm 
Kosciusko,  is  chairman  of  the  Execu-  clarification,  the  Christian’s  relation-  ■**  “f ““  services 
tive  Committee.  ship  to  government,  the  taking  of  SINGAPORE— New  Life  Baptist 


^tnyone  who  angers  you,  conquers 
you.  Sister  Kenny  | 


Pioneers  on  Bali 


Enrollment  now 


available  at  65  or  over. 
Guaranteed  renewable. 

Pre-existing  conditions  covered  after  6  months 


DEN  PASAR,  Bali— Breaking 
through  an  intense  barrier  of  Balinese 
Hinduism,  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  Harry  and  Barbara  Bush 
have  started  Grace  Baptist  Church  in 
Den  Pasar,  Bali,  in  Indonesia.  About 
12  Balinese  and  15  others  have  been 
won  to  Christ.  The  church  has  grown 
from  seven  to  around  45  in  the  worship 
service,  with  an  average  of  36  in  Sun¬ 
day  School.  The  Bushes  have  worked 
on  Bali  since  1979. 


A  policy  that  pays  100%  of  what  Medicare  does  not 
pay  for  hospital  and  100%  of  usual  and  customary 
charges  of  the  area  for  doctors  in  hospital— not 
just  Medicare  allowable  charges. 

NOW  only  ONE  Medicare  Supplement  needed  and 
ONE  claim  form  to  complete. 

Pays  100%  of  usual  and  customary  charges  of  the 
area  in  doctor’s  office,  clinic,  or  out  patient  after 


Minister’s  wife  dies 
on  Gulf  Coast 

Mrs.  Dewey  M.  (Jeanette  V. )  Metts, 
Sr.,  82,  died  Friday,  Nov.  5,  in  Gulf 
Coast  Community  Hospital.  Services 
were  at  2  p.m.  Monday,  Nov.  8,  at 
Wright  &  Ferguson  Funeral  Home, 
Jackson,  with  burial  in  Lakewood 
Memorial  Park  in  Jackson. 

She  had  been  a  resident  of  Ocean 
Springs  for  six  years  and  had  been 
married  to  Metts  for  45  years. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
Dewey  M.  Metts  Sr.,  retired  Baptist 
minister,  whose  last  pastorate  was  in 
Goodman;  a  daughter,  Ouida  Davis  of 
Coral  Gables,  Fla.;  sons,  Dewey  M. 
Metts  Jr.  of  Ocean  Springs,  and 
George  Metts  of  Houston.  Texas;  and 
secen  grandchildren. 

Memorials  can  be  made  to  the  Main 
Street  Baptist  Church  of  Goodman. 


Missionary  News 


$75.00  deductible.  i  j 

Also  pays  benefits  for  nurse  and  nursing  l 
Also  Major  Hospital  P(an  under  age  65. 

(If  on  Medicaid,  do  not  rep|y) 

For  full  information  phone  956-3992 

or  fill  out  coupon  and  mail  to: 


P.O.  Box  16849,  Jackson,  MS  39206 


Street 


Phone 
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600  attend  banquet  —  > 
“largest  campaign  in  SBC” 


Ingalls  Avenue  top 
in  family  ministry 


have  been  furnished  to  particiiating 
churches. 

!  Brister  said  recommendations  to U>e 
churches  included  126  new  depart¬ 
ments  and  188  classes  be  started  and 
743  new  workers  enlisted  and  trained 


Hinds-Madison  Association  has  just 
finished  a  Sunday  School  Enlargement 
Campaign  that  director  of  missibnsi  J. 
W.  Brister  says  will  serve  a  foundation 
for  “the  greatest  ingathering  in  the 
history  of  the  association  during  a 
simultaneous  revival  in  1983.”  ^ 

A  hftal  of  39  of  the  73  churches  m  the 
association  participated  in  the  cam¬ 
paign  which  was  kicked  off  with  a  ban¬ 
quet  attended  by  more  than  600  per¬ 
sons,  the  largest  in  the  SBC  since  En¬ 
largement  campaigns  have  become  a 
part  of  the  ongoing  Sunday  School 
program,  according  to  Brister. 

Some  of  the  results  include  Parkway 
Church  having  completely  reor¬ 
ganized  the  adult  division  of  its  Sunday 
School  and  Burch  Hill,  in  five 'weeks 
after  the  campaign,  increased  Sunday 
School  enrollment  by  some  200  percent 
going  from  11  enrolled  to  33  enrolled. 
Also,  every  participating  church  is  up 
in  Sunday  School  enrollment  as  well  as 
attendance. 

A  telephone  search  was  conducted 
by  31  of  the  churches,  with  1,500  volun¬ 
teers  taking  columns  of  the  telephone 
book  to  call.  To  date  almost  10,000 
prospects  (people  who  do  not  attend 
any  church  as  often- as  once  a  month) 


i  ne  list  or  tne  top  a  churches  in  Mis-  Como;  Byram,  Byram;  Center  Hill, 
sissippi  to  receive  family  ministry  Hamilton;  Wiggins,  Carthage;  Noxa- 
awardsasapartoftheBaptistChurch  pater,  Noxapater;  First,  Natchez; 
Study  Course  program  has  been  re-  McAdams,  McAdams;  Union, 
leased  by  the  Family  Ministry  De-  Picayune;  Airport,  Grenada;  and  Yel- 
partment  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  low  Leaf ,  Oxford. 

These  25  churches  indicated  a  total  of  Churches  interested  in  receiving 
1,290  persons  had  completed  the  additional  information  about  family 
necessary  work  to  receive  the  family  ministry  training  available  through 
ministry  Church  Study  Course  recog-  the  Church  Study  Course  program 
nition.  The  top  church  in  the  state  was  should  contact  the  Christian  Action 
Ingalls  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  Pas-  Commission,  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
cagoula,  with  a  total  of  89  persons  re-  MS  39205,  or  call  968-3800.  A  brochure 
ceiving  training  in  the  area  of  The  is  available  that  describes  the  courses 
Christian  Family.  of  study  for  the  three  diplomas  availa- 

The  top  25  churches  in  Mississippi  ble  through  the  Church  Study  Course 
are  the  following:  Ingalls  Avenue,  program. 

Pascagoula;  West  Jackson  Street,  “The  Christian  Action  Commission 
Tupelo;  Kreole  Avenue,  Moss  Point;  congratulates  these  25  churches  for 
Hebron,  Kilmichael;  Arlington  leading  out  in  the  area  of  family  minis- 
Heights,  Pascagoula;  First,  Pas-  try  and  urges  all  churches  in  the  Mis- 
cagoula;  Helena,  Pascagoula;  South  sissippi  Baptist  Convention  to  make 
Side,  Meridian;  First,  Magee;  the  program  of  family  ministry  train- 
Byhalia,  Byhalia;  Harrisburg,  ing  a  part  of  the  work  and  training  of 
Tupelo;  First,  Pearl;  Second  Avenue,  all  the  local  churches  of  the  Conven- 
Laurel;  Gaston,  Booneville;  North  tion,”  said  Paul  Jones,  executive  di- 
Carrollton,  North  Carrollton;  Como,  rector  of  the  Commission. 


WORLD'S  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 

of  FIBERGLASS 

CHURCH  «*ODUCT$ 

•  STEEPLES 
*•  WALL  CROSSES 

•  STAINED  FIBERGLASS  WINDOWS 

•  BAPTISTRIES 

•  BAPTISTRY  HEATERS  *X  J 


Program  guests  at  BYW  retreat  (left  to  right),  are  Joy  Yates,  Yazoo  City,  Bible  Study 
Leader;  Hazel  Barron,  Indonesia,  missionary  speaker;  Laura  Compere,  Terry,  mis¬ 
sion  volunteer  with  Mississippi  Partners  with  the  Rio  de  la  Plata. 


Write  tor  tree 
color  brochure 


AC  711  Ml-6522  Bo>  210 


CHURCH  FURNISHINGS 
Best  prices  on  pew  cushions 
Chancel  •  Pews  •  Classroom 
HERLYN  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
P.O.Box  537,  Brandon,  MS  39042 
Call  Collect  601-825-1955 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need  Quality  workmanatnp  guaranteed 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder 
“Internationally  known  specialists'' 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Bos  30S-C  -  Greenwood,  Miss.  3SW0 


lourn  evangelism 
focus:  witness  training 

Witness  training  will  be  a  “vital 
part”  of  the  upcoming  Youth 
Evangelism  Conference.  Dec.  27-28  at 
the  Mississippi  College  Coliseum  in 
Gin  ton 

According  to  Guy  Henderson,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board’s  Evangelism  department 
which  sponsors  the  annual  post- 
Christmas  event.  The  training  “ena¬ 
bles  the  youths  to  give  away  their 
faith.” 


Staff  Position— Assistant  In  Admissions  Services 
Wayland  Baptist  University 

RESPONSIBILITIES;  Marketing  the  Wayland  Baptist  University  In¬ 
ternational  Occupational  Center  vocational  program.  Requires  extensive 
travel  nationwide. 

QUALIFICATIONS  &  EXPERIENCE:  Bachelor's  or  Master’s  degree; 
experience  irt  sell  ing  and /or  working  with  young  people;  capable  of  coun¬ 
seling  and  recruiting  students  for  vocational  and  technical  programs. 


Marilyn  Hopkins.  BYW  Consultant,  Jackson;  Rene’  Renfroe,  Moss  Point;  Charlotte 
ing  in  our  motel  Monday  night  and  1  McMinn,  Brandon, 
don’t  think  any  of  us  will  ever  be  the 
same.  Gee,  how  my  heart  aches  for  our 
other  young  people.  The  emphasis  on 
evangelism  is  appreciated." 

From  Hinds-Madison  Association 
“It  meant  more  to  me  than  any 
Christmas  present  I  received.” 

The  1982  conference  will  majof  on 
biblical  preaching,  witness  training, 
and  inspiring  music. 

Speakers  and  singers  include  Cheryl 
Reports  from  earlier  conferences  Pruitt  Blackwood,  the  1980  Miss 
tell  the  story:  A  youth  leader  from  America;  Wayne  Barber,  Jay  Strack, 

Kemper  County  writes  "The  confer-  and  Pete  Carlson, 
ence  was  one  of  the  best  I  have  ever  Organizers  of  the  event  note  that 
attended.  There  were  15  young  people  participants  have  the  option  of  pre- 
from  our  church  and  all  of  them  have  registering  by  mail,  or  registering  at 
expressed  how  they  were  spiritually  the  door.  To  do  it  by  mail,  avoiding 
blessed.”  long  lines  at  the  coliseum,  write, 

From  Jackson  County  “How  re-  Evangelism  Department,  Box  530, 
freshing  was  the  ‘meat’  of  the  confer-  Jackson.  Miss.,  39205,  by  Dec.  15,  in- 
ence.  We  had  a  two  hour  prayer  meet-  eluding  $3  per  person  registration  fee 


Young  women  consider 
“stapling  life  together” 


APPOINTMENT  DATE:  Negotiable. 

CLOSING  DATE :  December  20,  1982. 

SALARY:  Competitive  depending  on  qualifications  and  experience. 

HOW  TO  APPLY:  Letters  of  application  and  supporting  documents 
should  be  mailed  to:  Audrey  H.  Boles,  Chairman,  Search  Committee  for 
Assistant  in  Admissions,  Wayland  Baptist  University,  Plainview,  TX 
79072-6998;  Phone  806  296-5521. 

Application  or  nomination  should  be  in  writing  to  be  considered.  It 
should  contain  a  resume  of  personal,  educational,  denominational  and 
professional  background  and  experiences;  evidence  of  participation  in_ 
organizations  and  community  involvement;  record  of  both  church  and: 
professional  growth,  activity,  and  leadership  roles;  official  transcripts;  a: 
list  of  reference  sources;  and  reason  for  applying  for  this  position. 

Ihe  International  Occupational  Center  is  a  new  division  of  Wayland 
Baptist  University  offering  training  in  vocational  and  technical  fields 
within  a  Christian  framework.  ( 


A  group  of  140  Baptist  Young  Women  don.  Rene’  Renfroe,  Moss  Point, 
from  41  churches  and  23  associations  shared  her  feelings  in  using  the  new 
participated  in  the  annual  BYW  Re-  spiritual  development  book  for  BYW, 
treat  held  at  Camp  Garaywa  was  near  Pilgrim’s  Travel  Log. 

Clinton  last  month.  The  program  in-  Using  the  theme1  of  “Stapling  My 
eluded  a  foreign  missionary,  Mrs.  Life  Together  . . .  with  Vitality  .  . 
Hazel  Barron,  from- Indonesia;  a  mis-  with  love  .  . .  and  with  service,”  Mrs. 
sions  volunteer  who  served  one  of  Mis-  Yates  directed  the  three  sessions  of 
sissippi  Partnership  Latin  American  Bible  study  during  the  weekend.  Joy  is 
countries,  Laura  Compere;  and  Bible  a  pastor's  wife  (Mrs.  James  Yates, 
study  leader,  Joy  Yates.  First,  YazooCity)  and  is  active  in  Bap- 

The  theme  for  the  weekend  was  1  tist  Women  and  Sunday  School  teacher 
“Stapling  My  Life  Together,”  seeking  for  young  adults, 
to  look  at  each  young  woman’s  role  in  Special  Encounter  Groups  Were  of- 
her  church,  her  family,  and  her  mis-  fered  Saturday  morning  for  those 
sion  involvement.  BYW  interested  in  seeing  and  hearing 

Mrs.  Barron  told  of  her  call  to  mis-  more  about  the  mission  work  in  In- 
sionary  service  and  shared  about  the  donesia  from  Hazel  Barron;  mission 
work  at  the  Student  Center  in  opportunities  for  volunteers  in  Argen- 
Yogyakarta.  Sharing  prayer  requests  tina,  Paraguay,  and  Uruguay,  from 
during  the  prayer  experiences  at  each  Laura  Compere;  and  on  how  to  pre¬ 
session  was  Hazel  Barron  and  Fran  pare  and  develop  a  prayer  project  and 
Pickett,  Mississippi  WMU,  who  par-  spiritual  life  ledger,  from  Marilyn 
ticipated  in  a  missions  trip  to  Liberia.  Hopkins.  These  small  groups  offered 
The  music  was  led  by  Charlotte  opportunities  for  questions  and 
McMinn,.  Guidance  Counselor,  Bran-  answers  for  each  young,  women. 


Willis  taught  the  course  in  English,  volunteer  Sylvia  Doak,  journeyman 
Jason  Carlisle,  missionary  to  Uruguay  Cheryl  Sinks,  Paraguay,  and  jour- 
from  Mississippi,  interpreted  in  neyman  Doug  Crowder,  Argentina. 
Spanish.  Other  Mississippi  mis-  Also  an  MK,  student  at  Baylor,  Jerry 
sionaries  enrolled  were  Susan  Car- 1  Don  Hausler,  helped.  Mrs.  Autry  di¬ 
lisle,  Jason's  wife;  Ron  and  Sue  Bal-  reeled  a  musical  concert,  vyhich  the 
lard,  Paraguay;  Charles  and  Eulene  MKs  presented  for  their  parents'  on 
Smothers,  Paraguay ;  John  and  Kathy  Wednesday  evening. 

McNair,  Uruguay;  Paul  and  Betty  Leon  White,  president  of  the  Argen- 
Roaten,  Uruguay;  and  Mark  and  tine  Baptist  Mission,  said  that  the 
Cecile  Alexander,  Argentina.  mothers  of  most  of  the  children  could 

The  volunteer  team  of  women  who  not  have  attended  the  conference  had 
led  Bible  study,  crafts,  music,  and  re-  volunteers  not  been  present  to  offer 
creational  activities  for  the  children  child  care  during  the  week, 
and  young  people  were  Mrs.  Robert  MasterLife  has  been  defined  as  a 
Dent,  state  WMU  presidenL  Missis-  “sequential  developmental,  group- 

sippi,  and  member  of  First  Baptist  discipling  process  that  enables  one  to 

Church,  Holly  Springs ;  Mrs.  E.  A.  Au-  make  Christ  Master  and  to  master  life 

try,  Hickory  Flat,  member  of  Pine  through  practicing  the  basic  discip- 

Grove  Baptist  Church,  Benton  Co. ;  lines  of  abiding  in  Christ,  living  in  the 

Mrs.  Bill  Durr  and  Mrs.  W.  D.  McWil-  Word,  praying  in  faith,  living  in  fel- 

liams,  both  of  Ginton  and  both  mem-  lowship  with  believers,  witnessing  to 

bers  of  Morrison  Heights  Baptist  the  world,  and  ministering  in  Christ’s 

Church;  and  Miss  Joan  Peterson,  power  under  the  direction  of  mature, 

member  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Pen-  practicing  disciplers.” 

sacola,  Fla.  Bedford  pointed  out  that  particip- 

Janene  (Mrs.  David)  Ford,  missio-  ants  in  the  closing  session  studied  John 

nary,  La  Falda,  Argentina,  coordi-  20:21— “Then  said  Jesus  to  them 

nated  the  children’s  activities.  Youths  again,  Peace  be  with  unto  you ;  as  my 

who  assisted  Mrs.  Durr  in  special  ac-  Father  hath  sent  me,  even  so  send  I 

tivities  with  the  young  people  were  you.” 


Intensive  care 

Dedicated  to  strengthening  families 
Directed  by  a  team  of  family  life 
specialists 

j 

may  become  wife  abuse 


Music  of  the  Season 

both  old  and  hew 
presented  by 


Alcoholism 


and  child  abuse 

I  am  Christian,  married  eight  years  Tough  love  sometimes  involves  the 
to  a  non-Christian  who  is  involved  in  spouse  withdrawing  support  of  the 
alcohol  and  marijuana.  He  justifies  his  drinking  and  marijuana  use  by  discon- 
actions  before  two  daughters  with  the  tinuing  to  tolerate  and  excuse.  Al- 
idea  there  is  nothing  wrong  with  it;  coholism  by  its  very  nature  often  be- 
and  if  they  don’t  learn  from  him,  they  comes  wife  Abuse  and  child  abuse,  all 
will  do  it  anyway.  the  while  the  alcoholic  is  saying,  “No 

.  .  one  is  being  hurt  by  my  drinking.” 

We  were  separated  last  year  be-  while  commitment  is  the  cement  of 
cause  of  this  but  the  preacher  advised  ]ove  ,n  marr jage,  one  sometimes  must 
me  to  give  him  one  more  chance  be-  wejgh  the  alternatives  in  terms  of  pos- 
cause  my  husband  was  claiming  to  be  sib£  damage  to  ^  children  when  the 

saved  and  promised  to  do  belter-  He  spouse  has  broken  his  commitment  by 
went  to  church  two  times  but  was  affowi  alcohol  to  adulterate  his 
drinking  within  a  few  weeks.  marriage.  One  may  forgive  such  adul- 

I  want  to  have  a  Christian  home  and  tery  and  stay  in  a  marriage,  hoping 
decided  to  get  a  divorce,  but  my  hus-  and  praying  for  strength  ail  the  while; 
band  was  in  an  accident  and  will  be  °r  °ne  may  choose  another  alternative 
unable  to  work  for  several  months.  He  ar,d  still  hope. 

now  drinks  more  and  fusses  at  the  girls  One  possible  solution  to  your  prob- 

so  they  are  scared  of  him.  I  pray  to  tem :  Is  your  husband  responsible  and 
make  it  through  each  day  but  worry  intelligent  enough  at  this  time  to 
about  my  future.  I  fear  I  don’t  have  a  commit  himself  to  a  Chemical  Depen- 
Christian  attitude  and  know  I  should  dence  Unit  such  as  the  one  at  Baptist 
give  this  problem  to  the  Lord.  I  try,  but  Medical  Center  in  Jackson  where  he 
then  I  take  it  back  — A  Reader.  can  receive  physical  and  psychologi¬ 

cal  therapy  during  these  days  when  he 

Alcoholics  are  among  the  best  con  can’t  work?  In  the  meantime,  while 
men  or  women.  They  know  how  married  to  an  alcoholic,  try 

create  guilt  in  the  family  and  manipu-  getting  into  an  Al-Anon  group  in  your 
late  others  (even  to  joining  the  church)  tor  your  sake  and  that  of  your 

to  get  their  own  wav.  As  long  as  they  children.  Hang  on  to  Psalm  46:1. 


THE  SANCTUARY  CHOIR 

and  orchestra 


Friday,  December  10 
7:00  PM  &  9:00  PM 

Saturday,  December  11 
2:00  PM  &4:30  PM  &  7:00  PM 


Admission  by  Complimentary  Tickets 
Ticketswill  be  honored  up  to 
30  minutes  before  each  program 
Then  others  may  enter  without  a  ticket. 
For  ticket  information  call  948  8783,  ext  71 

Live  on  WJQS  Radio 
Friday  .arid  Saturday  at  7:00  p  m 


offering 
be  taken 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Jackson,  Mississippi 
Dr.  Earl  Craig,  Jr.,  Pastor 
Larry  Black,  Minister  of  Music 


Medicare  Supplement 

Policy  Form  MC-78 
Helps  pay  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay 
Benefits  start  from  first  day  i Optional)  —  Guaranteed  renewable 
Pays  in  addition  to  Medicare  or. any  insurance  you  may  have 


Benefits  For: 

Hospital  entrance  fees  Blood  transfusions 

Doctors  fees  Ambulance 

Private  room  expense  Nursing  Home 

Registered  nurse  Extended  stay 


Off  the  Record 

Husband :  Why  do  you  weep  and  snif¬ 
fle  over  a  TV  program  and  the  imagi¬ 
nary  woes  of  people  who  have  never 
met?  • 

Wife:  For  the  same  reason  you 
scream  and  yell  when  a  man  you  don’t 
know  makes  a  touchdown. 


For  full  information  fill  out  coupon  and  mall  to: 

OLD  SOUTHERN  PROFESSIONAL  ASSOCIATION 
P.  O.  Drawer  2157  ?  ,  703  Hi-Way  80  Wes 

Clinton,  MS  39056 
(601)  924-1119 


FOR  SALE:  1976  Chevrolet  40 
PASSENGER  BUS,  good  condi¬ 
tion,  19,500  miles.  Grandview 
Baptist  Church,  Pearl,  MS  (601) 
939-4215. 
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CHRISTIAN  AIRBRUSH  T- 
SHIRT— Rainbow  of  promise  de¬ 
sign;  S,M,LXL:  child  M,  10-12, 
14-16;  Mail  17.00  to  Airbrush  Var¬ 
ieties,  RL  1,  Box  35E,  Ginton,  MS 
39056. 


missionaries  enrolled  in  the  MasterLife  work-  Paraguay:  Kathy  and  John  McNair,  Uruguay;  Cecile  and  Mark 
Argentina,  Oct.  17-22.  were,  left  to  right:  Eulene  Alexander.  Argentina;  Susan  and  Jason  Carlisle,  Uruguay: 
Smothers.  Paraguay;  Sue  and  Ron  Ballard,  and  Betty  and  Paul  Roaten,  Uruguay.  (Photo*  by  Lola  Autry) 
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On*  And  Only  K*y 


Is  silence  unconstitutional? 


have  done  that  at  home,  and  should  want  to.  They  could  have  read  from  the 
have,  but  that  is  not  the  issue.  The  law  daily  newspaper.  They  could  have 
was  intended  to  make  the  time  for  crammed  for  the  coming  test.  They 
prayer  available  at  school.  It  also  was  could  have  whittled  on  some  sort  of 
intended  to  circumvent  any  attempt  to  handcraft  They  could  have  stared  out 
declare  prayer  time  unconstitutional  the  window,  which  seems  the  most 
and  yet  provide  for  prayer  time.  likely  possibility.  They  could  have 
But  in  a  court,  where  matters  are  taken  a  nap,  though  not  a  long  one. 
supposed  to  be  dealt  with  in  black  and  It  is  difficult  to  understand  what  par- 

white,  how  can  it  be  determined  that  ticular  good  the  minute  of  silence 
such  a  time  of  silence  was  established  would  have  accomplished.  It  is  even 
solely  for  the  propagation  of  religion?  more  difficult  to  understand  how  it 
It  can’t;  and,  in  reality,  it  wasn't  could  be  unconstitutional. 

The  students  would  have  been  free  to  One  would  say,  “But  it  was  a  Ten- 
do  anything  they  desired  during  that  nessee  matter— not  one  for  Missis- 
minute  as  long  as  they  kept  quiet  about  sippi.  ” 

it.  To  begin  with,  they  wouldn’t  have  True,  but  we  may  have  some  deci- 
been  able  to  get  much  praying  done  sions  just  as  strange  to  be  handed 
anyway.  Maybe,  however,  it  would  down  in  our  state.  Was  it  not  Benjamin 
have  been  all  the  time  needed.  Then,  Franklin  who  said,  “Eternal  vigilance 
they  didn’t  have  to  pray  if  they  didn’t  is  the  price  of  liberty”? . 


in  an  effort  to  deal  with  the  interest  testable  conclusions.  First,  to  put  it  in 
ot  many  Christian  groups  and  indi-  the  language  of  the  day,  a  federal  dis- 
viduals  in  some  sort  of  time  of  spiritual  trict  judge  seemed  to  be  running 
fh  PCrience  in  the  Public  school  for  scared.  Second,  the  matter  of  prayer 
those  who  would  desire  it,  the  Tennes-  in  the  public  school  has  become  as 
see  Legislature  established  the  prac-  snarled  as  a  backlash  on  an  old- 
bce  of  one  minute  of  silence  the  first  fashioned  casting  reel  for  fishermen, 
thing  each  morning  in  the  school  room.  And,  really  ,  a  third  factor  is  a  dis- 
A  federal  district  court  has  declared  tinct  possibility.  Some  federal  courts 
that  practice  unconstitutional.  have  conditioned  themselves  to  the 

’The  Baptist  Record  has  made  no  supposition  that  anything  that.js  not 
bones  about  the  fact  that  it  feels  that  strictly  an  academic  pursuit  has  to  re¬ 
spiritual  matters  are  better  handled  in  late  to  a  religious  condition.  A  minute 
the  church  and  in  the  home  than  in  the  of  silence?  Really!  How  can  that  be 
public  school .  In  fact,  we  see  no  reason  forced  into  a  religious  mold  to  the  ex- 
to  try  to  force  the  public  school  to  try  to  tent  that  it  becomes  an  “establishment 
deal  with  spiritual  matters  at  all.  of  religion”? 

We  fail  to  understand ,  however,  how  It  is  true,  as  stated ,  that  the  unseen 
a  minute  of  silence  at  the  beginning  of  intent  was  to  give  those  students  so  in- 
the  school  day  can  be  unconstitutional,  dined  a  moment  to  engage  in  prayer  at 
This  would  seem  to  lead  to  two  uncon-  the  beginning  of  the  day.  They  could 


opinion 


Let’s  reverse  this  trend 


■‘Prove  me  now  herewith 


the  Lord  thinks  as  he  witnesses  this  people-conscious, 
irreverent  interruption  of  worship.  I  have  a  strong  feeling  that  a  few 
Some  people  advocate  doing  this  be-  words  of  scripture,  an  inspiring  song,  a 
cause  the  Bible  says,  “Make  a  joyful  word  of  testimony,  or  a  fervent  prayer 
noise  unto  the  Lord.”  I  am  more  im-  at  that  point  would  create  a  greater 
pressed  with  scriptural  expressions  impression  on  the  Lord,  and  on  our  vis- 
like,  “The  Lord  is  in  his  holy  temple,  itors  than  does  this  period  of  hand- 
let  all  the  earth  keep  silence  before  shaking,  back-slapping  commotion.  I 
him,”  and  “Be  still  and  know  that  I  am  have  been  on  the  only  side  of  issues 
God.”  before,  and  I  may  be  the  only  one  in  the 

Inasmuch  as  this  attempt  to  “liven  state  who  feels  this  way  about  this 
up  the  service”  has  no  known  benefit  matter;  but  I,  for  one,  feel  that  it  is 
and  no  valid  place  in  a  service,  I  ap-  time  to  reverse  this  trend  and  elimi- 
peal  to  ministers  of  music,  preachers,  nate  this  obnoxious  practice  in  our 
and  others  who  have  responsibility  for  worship  services, 
directing  worship  services,  to  leave  off 

this  annoying  antic  and  seek  to  make  W.  Levon  Moore  is  director  of  mis- 
worshippers  more  God-conscious  than  sions  for  Attala  Association.  __  j 


dor  that  not  one  single  time  has  this 
activity  added  to  my  sense  of  worship, 
nor  has  it  ever  made  me  feel  any  more 
welcome  than  I  already  felt. 

The  avowed  purpose  of  all  this  is  to 
make  the  church  appear  to  be  a 
friendly  church.  I  maintain  that  two  or 
three  friendly  smiles,  handshakes, 
and  words  of  welcome  extended 
naturally  and  sincerely  before  or  after 
the  worship  service  will  speak  more 
loudly  of  the  friendliness  of  the  church 
than  those  expressed  in  a  contrived 
situation  within  the  service. 

It  is  questionable  as  to  whether  this 
practice  adds  anything  to  the  friendli¬ 
ness  of  a  church.  There  is  no  question, 
however,  as  to  the  fact  that  it  has  a 
very  negative  effect  on  the  spirit  of 
worship  in  a  church. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  misunderstood.  I 
do  earnestly  believe  that  the  church 
service  should  be  a  time  of  warm, 
happy,  and  joyous  participation  in 
group  worship.  Our  joy,  however, 
should  come  from  a  sense  of  the  glory 
of  the  Lord’s  presence  rather  than 
from  human  felicitations.  I  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  the  place  of  worship  should  be  as 
cold  as  an  iceberg  nor  as  quiet  as  a 
mausoleum.  Neither  do  I  believe  that 
it  should  resemble  the  25th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  class  reunion  or  the  high 
school  gymnasium  just  before  the  big 
game  begins.  1116  time  for  visitation 
and  fellowship  is  before  the  prelude 
begins  and  after  the  benediction  is 
over. 

I  have  often  wondered  what  an  un¬ 
saved  visitor  would  think  should  be 
enter  the  church  just  as  that  frenzied 
fraternization  is  taking  place.  More 
importantly,  I  have  wondered  what 


By  W.  Levon  Moore 
Whoever  initiated  this  practice  will 
likely  not  go  down  in  history  as  the  per¬ 
son  making  the  most  outstanding  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  spirit  of  worship  in  our 
churches.  Nor  do  those  who  continue  to 
perpetuate  it  add  to  the  enrichment  of 
the  worship  experience  for  most 
people.  • 

I  refer  to  the  practice  of  inserting  in 
the  order  of  worship,  in  many  of  our 
churches,  an  activity  which  is  totally 
unrelated  to  worship.  It  occurs  some¬ 
thing  like  this:  Following  a  beautiful 
prelude,  some  soul-stirring  singing  of 
the  great  hymns  of  faith,  the  reading  of 
the  holy  word  of  God,  earnest  expres¬ 
sions  of  prayer  by  the  pastor  for  the 
awareness  of  the  presence  of  God,  and 
heart-lifting  music  by  the  choir,  all  of 
which  have  brought  worshippers  into  a 
quiet  and  reverent  mood  in  which  God 
can  speak  through  his  messenger, 
someone  (usually  a  song-leader)  will 
say  something  like  this,  “And  now,  be¬ 
fore  our  pastor  speaks  to  us  of  holy  and 
sacred  things,  let  us  all  turn  around 
and  shake  hands  with  at  least  five 
people.  Tell  them  God  loves  them,  you 
love  them,  and  that  you  are  glad  they 
came  to  the  service.  Slap  them  on  the 
and  really  make  them  feel  wel¬ 
come.  ”  One  song  leader  recently  ad- 
ned,  “And  while  you  do  this,  make  a  lot 
pf  noise.”  Then  there  follows  two  or 
jthree  minutes  of  unholy  bedlam  as 
people  rush  to  and  fro  across  and  up 
and  down  aisles  to  shake  hands  and 
(greet  other  worshippers. 

’  I  have  been  in  numerous  church  ser¬ 
vices,  in  churches  large  and  small, 
:  where  this  irreligious  phenomenon  has 
^occurred,  and  I  must  admit  in  all  can- 


The  harvest  is  waiting 


Zimbabweans  find 
through  wind  < 


answer 


»bert  O’Brien  sionary  career  to  evangelism  and  Parker  can’t  judge  how  many  roads 

mbabwe  (BP)— Bob  church  development.  a  man  must  go  down  before  he  can  win 

more  than  billowing  The  soft-spoken  59-year-old  missio-  another  man.  He  does  know  that  more 
as  he  roars  down  the  nary  maintains  a  tight  schedule  on  than  100  persons  found  their  answer 

in  Zimbabwe’s  dusty  those  dusty  roads.  He  has  to  keep  tabs  written  on  the  wind  since  he  began  his 

on  some  40  churches  and  preaching  airborn  evangelism  several  months 

heard  of  ‘WIN  points  and  on  burgeoning  witnessing  ago. 

said  the  slender  South  and  Christian  discipleship  training  It’s  difficult  for  bush  dwellers  to  get 

e  stu,ck  a  fistful  of  gos-  programs  in  38  government  schools  in  somewhere  to  buy  a  stamp  and  an  en- 
1  the  window  of  his  van.  the  Sanyati  and  Gokwe  rural  areas.  velope,  not  to  mention  to  find  a  mail- 
e  heard  of  ‘wind  In  between — and  any  where  else— he  box.  Blit  100  persons  have  filled  out  a 

spreads  the  word  of  God  abroad  on  the  section  on  the  tracts  and  returned  it  by 
tracts  joined  the  swirl-  wind.  mail  asking  for  Christian  literature, 

luttered— unerringly  it  “It’s  not  the  best  way  to  do  Parker  has  turned  them  over  to  the 

rd  the  scurrying  chil-  evangelism  if  that’s  the  only  way  you  Zimbabwe  mission’s  Bible  Way  Cor- 

geted.  A  passing  truck  do  it,”  Parker  said.  “But  I  don’t  respondence  School  for  continuing 

1L  Its  driver  also  had  apologize  for  it.  It  excites  people—  follow-up.  jl 

>r  chase.  especially  kids— and  it  gets  results.”  Zimbabwean  bush  people,  deprived 


of  schools  and  churches  during  their 
country’s  long  struggle  for  black 
majority  rule,  “hunger  for  reading 
material  and  the  word  of  God, ’  ’  Par ker 
said.  “If  ‘wind  evangelism'  reaches 
some  people  I  wouldn’t  reach  any 
other  way,  I’m  for  it.” 

Another  tract,  crackling  briskly, 
tore  free  from  his  fingers.  A  man’s 
bicycle  skidded  to  a  halt.  Parker 
squinted  quizzically  at  the  man 
scrambling  in  the  rearview  mirror. 
Would  he,  too,  find  his  answer  written 
on  the  wind? 

(O’Brien  is  an  FMB  missionary 
based  in  Africa,  developing  communi¬ 
cation  programs .) 


10  years,  and  this  Bible  student  ap¬ 
proach  was  written  with  them  primar¬ 
ily  in  mind.  This  treatise,  however, 
serves  as  an  excellent  guide  in  a  study 
of  relationships  and  inner  attitudes  to 
prepare  one  for  a  meaningful  and  ful¬ 
filling  marriage.  Developed  in  three 
sections,  Jones  discusses  Sex,  a  Bibli¬ 
cal  Understanding.  Chapter  one,  Sex¬ 
uality:  an  Intentional  Purpose  of  God, 
created  by  God  for  man,  as  a  gift  for 
pleasure,  fix'  oneness,  with  limitations 
to  persons  of  the  other  gender  and  in  /' 
marriage  only.  Chapter  two,  sexuality 
problems  which  arise  such  as  abor¬ 
tion,  birth  control,  homosexuality,  and 
sexual  immorality.  This  is  followed  by 
an  excellent  section  on  Love;  a  Bibli-  SPRINGFIELD,  Ill.  (BP)— Fix-  the 
cal  Style,  with  the  concluding  chapters  first  time  in  its  75-year  history  ,  the  li¬ 
on  Marriage :  a  New  Style  of  Freedom,  linois  Baptist  State  Association  has 
depicting  God’s  will  as  the  only  basis  elected  a  black  presiden t.  At  the  same 
for  Christian  marriage,  emphasizing  meeting  the  IBSA  also  approved  a 
the  nature  of  marriage  to  be  an  exclu-  Cooperative  Program  goal  of  $4  mill- 
sive,  lasting  union  on  the  basis  of  faith-  ion  for  1983  with  42  percent  to  be  shared 
fulness.  with  the  national  Cooperative  Prog- 

I  commend  this  book  to  those  who 
desire  serious  study  on  this  important 
subject.  Paul  G.  Jones  is  the  executive 
director  of  the  Christian  Action 
Commission  — J.  Clark  Hensley 


Shadowlawn,  built  in  1860,  home  of  Sam  and  Clare  Platt,  is  across  the  street  from 
the  campus  of  MUW.  In  the  hpll  hangs  a  portrait  of  a  woman  reading  a  Bible.  This 
gives  opportunity  for  the  Platts  to  say  to  tourists  who  visit  during  Pilgrimage  time  in 
the  spring:  "Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not 
depart  from  it."  1 


THE  BIBLE  SPEAKS  ON  SEX, 
LOVE  AND  MARRIAGE;  by  Paul  G- 
Jones;  National  Student  Ministries, 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board, 
Nashville. 

The  author  worked  with  students  for 


ram  budget  Church  in  1964  and  led  the  then  inde- 

Don  Sharp,  a  45-year-old  pastor  pendent  church  to  affiliate  with  the 
from  Chicago,  was  elected  to  succeed  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  He  is 
outgoing  IBSA  President  Craig  Rid-  also  associate  director  of  church  ex- 
ings,  a  Rockford.  Ill.,  attorney.  Ac-  tension  for  the  Chicago  Metro  Associa- 
cording  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Histor-  tion. 
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Beauty  is  spirit  deep.  Gordon  Wet-: 
more 


ist  woman 
n  outreach 


Experience  is  what  you  have  left  Experience  is  recognizing  a  mistake  i 

over  after  you  make  a  mistake.  the  second  time  you've  made  it. 


’d  like _ _  copies  of  The  Gift  of  Laughter 

'.98  each  plus  $1.00 postage  andhandling. 
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DAKAR  Sonpoai  women  in  the  country,  said  Sally  professions  of  faith. 

Marie  Diatta  di«t  Lvo  i  ~'V^en  Cawthon,  Southern  Baptist  missio- *  When  the  Cawthons  left  for  furlough  j 

lost their  nnivnamniA  t  c00"8  men  nary  now  0,1  furlough  in  Grand  Ter-  there  were  three  Baptist  congrega-  ) 

Christian  wife  anH  SwtL8 86116831686  race-  Calif.  Protestant  Christians  tions  in  Senegal  and  the  missionaries 

Diatta  unfo  nf  k  mou^r-  claim  less  than  0.1  percent  of  the  felt  they  had  developed  an  approach 

<^knn  Diatta  and  chureh  leader  Senegalese  population.  that  could  reach  Senegal’s  Moslems, 

vpar-nld  danovTt  m°ther  °‘  a  Oiree-  A  Christian  family  is  a  powerful  wit-  The  approach  is  keyed  to  Baptist 
nativ«^hnrn  R**-e.r’  Was  tlle  on*y  ness  in  Senegal  just  because  it  is  so  centers  in  the  cities  and  to  agricultural 
•  —  3P  fu  woman  l*1  Sene-  rare,  said  Cawthon.  In  a  Moslem  soci-  and  other  developmental  aid  in  the  1 
8  „  63use  ,  ^eath  Sept.  25  ety  a  family  in  which  the  woman  is  a  countryside.  Eager  to  provide  a  better 

.  no  f  Ven„but  furloughing  mis-  respected  member  with  rights  of  her  lifestyle  for  their  people  government 

.  ies  ,roni  Senegal  believe  it  may  own  is  also  rare,  she  added.  leaders  recently  signed  an  accord 

av  e  resulted  from,  a  problem  preg-  The  Moslem  seclusion  of  women  has  naming  the  Baptist  mission  an  official  I 

naurth  made  reaching  them  difficult.  All  Mos-  development  agency  giving  permis- 

itn  a  population  that  is  91  percent  lem  women  live  in  the  homes  of  their  sion  to  build  Baptist  centers  and  start  1 

Moslem,  Senegal  has  yielded  few  husbands  or  fathers  who  make  all  de-  projects  such  as  agricultural  stations 

tnristianconverts  since  Southern  cisions  for  them.  It  never  occurs  to  and  well-drilling  and  granting  tax-free 

Baptists  began  work  in  the  west  Afri-  Senegalese  women  to  be  concerned  privileges  for  their  work.  ‘ 

can  nation  in  1969.  Some  are  unwilling  about  their  own  religious  experience.  Because  taxes  may  equal  up  to  120 

o  make  their  decision  public — the  she  said.  percent  of  a  product’s  value  in  Senegal 

price  for  becoming  a  Christian  in  This  seclusion  also  creates  a  lan-  Cawthon  said  the  accord  will  effec- 
may  be  loss  of  family,  friends  guage  barrier  for  Southern  Baptist  tively  double  the  mission’s  budget. 

an9  _ _  missionaries  who  have  studied  The  officials  gave  these  privileges 

several  young  men  French.  Although  their  husbands  may  with  full  knowledge  that  Baptists  are 
have  become  Christians  and  began  speak  French  most  women  speak  only  teaching  the  Bible  and  evangelizing  in 
meeting  in  two  house  churches  includ-  Wolof  or  another  local  language,  the  centers,  said  Cawthon. 
mg  the  one  led  by  Diatta.  The  Diattas  Diatta  was  an  exception.  She  had  “The  center  approach  has  proved ef- 
had  also  opened  their  home  to  these  learned  French  and  had  almost  com-  fective  for  reaching  Moslems  where 
young  men.  In  their  search  for  Christ-  pleted  her  high  school  education.  Mis-  direct  evangelism  has  failed,”  he  said, 
tan  wives  they  had  been  encouraged  by  sionaries  are  now  studying  Wolof  in  While  Moslems  would  not  go  to  a 
knowing  one.  order  to  reach  more  Senegalese.  church  many  are  eager  to  take  reading 

Most  of  them  were  reached  through  Senegal  has  been  one  of  Southern  classes  and  participate  in  recreation 
the  ministry  of  Baptist  centers  which  Baptists’  least  responsive  mission  at  the  centers.  As  reading  classes  ’* 
offer  English  classes  and  recreation,  fields  but  the  two  experienced  missio-  progress  they  begin  studying  the  Bible  .< 
an  indirect  approach  that  works  where  nary  couples  assigned  there  are  be-  and  discussing  its  teachings.  The 
direct  evangelism  fails.  A  few  gov-  ginning  to  see  changes.  Cawthon  and  young  men  who  became  Christians 
emment  accord  has  opened  the  way  her  husband.  Frank,  spent  last  year  were  reached  through  these  classes, 
for  more  of  these  centers.  alone  in  Senegal  while  their  col-  (Mary  Jane  Welch,  a  Mississippicm, 

Diatta  was  the  only  woman  Southern  leagues.  Ken  and  Margaret  Robertson  is  a  newswriter  for  the  Foreign  Mis- 
Baptists  had  baptized  and  one  of  only  a  of  Arkansas,  were  on  furlough.  During  sion  Board  J 
handful  of  evangelical  Christian  that  year  several  young  men  made 


NAME 


STREET  ADDRESS 


□  Album  □  Cassette 


Not  available  in  any  stone. 

Now,  "The  GUI  of  Laughter"  can  be  yours,  with  a  new,  live  album 
by  Grady  Nutt,  popular  star  of  TV’s  "Hee  H$w.” 

Grady’s  delishtful  blend  of  down  home  wisdom  and  humor  have  earned  him 
the  title  “Prime  Minister  of  Humor,”  as  well  as  the  nomination  as  Country  Music 
Comedy  Act  of  the  tear  for  the  past  two  years  by  the  Music  City  News.  He  was 
also  honored  with  the  1982  Christian  Service  Award  from  {he  Radio  and  Television 
Commissipn  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

‘The  Gift  of  Laughter"  is  the  kind  of  laughter  and  wisdom  the  whole  family  will 
enjoy.  Get  it  for  yourself,  for  your  family,  for  your  friends.  For  MasterCard  and  Visa 
orders,  call  toll-free  1-800-531-5255,  Ext.  812.  Or  send  in  the  coupon  above. 


Capertons  complete 
Nevada  assignment 


Second  Church,  Indianola:  Nov. 
14-19;  at  10  a  m.  and  7  p.m.  Mon.-Fri. ; 
Bob  Smith,  pastor,  Lake  Washington 
Baptist  Church,  Glen  Allan, 
evangelist;  Billy  J.  Beckett,  pastor. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Caperton  of  some  of  them  spending  their  annual 
Noxapater  have  returned  from  vacations  from  their  regular  line  of 
Goldfield,  Nev.,  where  they  completed  work  to  do  so.  Corinth  (Jasper):  Nov.  17-21;  D.  D. 

another  assignment  as  Christian  Ser-  “The  Bible  studies,  prayer  meet-  Satterwhite  of  Bay  Springs,  preacher, 
vice  Corps  volunteers.  This  was  the  ings,  and  fellowships  with  other  Chris-  Nov.  17;  Leroy  Craven,  Laurel, 
fourth  assignment  which  has  taken  the  tians  make  the  tours  worthwhile,  and  speaker,  18th;  Wesley  Enfinger, 
couple  into  three  states  and  over  8,000  the  volunteers  receive  the  blessings,”  Quitman,  speaker,  \9th;  Lindsey 

miles  since  Oct.,  1980,  when  they,  to-  stated  Frank  Caperton  Blackledge,  Laurel,  preacher,  20th; 

gether  with  Mae  Moon  of  Noxapater,  ,  ,  Lester  Gardner,  Laurel,  speaker, 

were  sent  to  Medicine  Bow.  Wyo  ,  to  n  .  i  i  morning  service.  Nov.  21;  Edd  Hollo- 

help  in  construction  of  a  church.  DanCJUet  planned  man,  Corinth  pastor,  speaker,  Sunday 

Their  travels  have  Taken  them  to  a  tn  night,  Nov.  21;  Harvest  Supper  in  fel- 

mission  church  near  Broken  Bow,  TCkallllg  lowship hall, Sat.  night,  Nov.  20,  celeb- 

Okla.,  an  Indian  Church  in  Keota,  Parcliman  Center  rating  Thanksgiving;  evening  ser- 

Okla.,  and  to  do  construction  work  in  vices  at  7. 

Barton  Church  near  Westville,  Okla.  A  banquet  is  planned  relating  to  “  the 
They,  with  three  other  couples  who  culmination  of  efforts  to  raise  funds,  Sunshine  Church  (Rankin);  Nov. 
were  volunteers,  assisted  in  1981  with  a  materials,  and  labor  to  build  the  Bap-  14-19;  at  7  p.m.;  Lee  Castro, 

Mexican  church  in  Norman.  Okla.,  tist  Equipping  Center  for  the  Par-  evangelist;  church  is  on  Highway  80 

and  at -Midway  Uharck'WtrtJkoetaw,  ■etoman  Prison  Mims  try, 'according  to  East  between.  Brandon;  and  Airport 
Okla.  These  saYhe’MlreS  couples,  Granville  Watson,  director  of  missions  Road;  Sam  Creel,  pastor. 

Dennis  and  Peggy  Maupin  of  Missouri,  for  Sunflower  County. 

Billy  and  Evanah  Fulkerson  and  Bud  The  banquet  will  take  place  Nov.  30, 
and  Helen  Coldosure  of  Okla  ,  joined  at  7  p.m.,  at  Jackson’s  Downtown 
the  Capertons  in  September  with  con-  Holiday  Inn.  Larry  Otis  of  Tupelo  is 
struction  on  the  church  in  Goldfield,  banquet  chairman. 

Nev.  In  two  weeks,  they  completed  Featured  speaker  will  be  Wallace 
construction  work  and  painting  on  the  Johnson,  retired  president  of  Holiday 
inside  and  outside  of  the  building,  and  Inns,  Inc.  and  Herbert  Tanner,  an  ad- 
other  work  including  wiring,  plumbing  vertising  executive  from  Memphis, 
and  concrete  work.  Robert  Horton,  an  associate  of 

Christian  Service  Corps  volunteers  Johnson,  will  sing, 
provide  their  own  transportation,  For  more  information,  phone  Wat-  The  less  the  Bible  is  read,  the  more 
lodging,  and  other  expenses,  with  son  at  256-8404  in  Moorhead.  it’s  translated.  C.  S.  Lewis 
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CHURCH  MAILOUT 
CAN  HAVE  — 


Mount  Horeb  (Lauderdale):  Nov. 

14-19;  regular  services  Sunday; 
Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Danny  Lafferty, 
evangelist;  Tommy  Harrison,  music 
evangelist;  Jerry  Sanford,  pastor. 


State,  National,  and  Worldwide  news  about  Baptists 
Inspirational  stories  about  missions  victories 
Sunday  School  lesson  comments  by  recognized  writers 
News  of  individual  Baptists  from  all  over  Mississippi 
Analysis  and  commentary  on  issues  facing  Baptists  when  you 
use  the  back  page  of  the  Baptist  Record  for  your  church  news¬ 
letter. 


Just  for  the  Record 


*  The  mailing  is  done  for  you — you  pay  no 
postage 

*  There  are  no  trips  to  the  printer  necessary 
after  a  one-time  training  session 

\  16  Send  your  newsletter  material  to  the  printer 
*  on  Monday 


The  trio  of  two  sisters  and  a  brother, 
Annie,  Nelly,  and  Matthew,  known  as 
The  Second  Chapter  of  Acts,  will  ap¬ 
pear  in  concert  at  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi’s  Bennett  Au¬ 
ditorium  Nov.  16  at  8  p.m. 

This  concert  is  sponsored  by  Real 
Life  Concert  Ministries  and  USM  Stu¬ 
dent  Religious  Federation.  Though  it 
will  be  ticketed ,  there  will  be  no  charge 
for  the  tickets.  A  love  offering  will  be 
taken  at  the  concert.  Tickets  are 
available  at  Hattiesburg,  Laurel,  and 
Meridian  Christian  book  stores. 


Your  members  have  your  newsletter  in  their  homes  on  the 
back  of  the  Baptist  Record  before  the  end  of  the  week 


THINK  ABOUT  IT  . 

^A  MINUTE 

fc]  This  can  be  yours  for  $42  per  issue  used  (plus  subscrip 
tion  charges)  for  the  top  half  of;  the  back  page  of  thf 
Baptist  Record. 


Center  approved 


WAKE  FOREST,  N.  C.  (BP)-In  its 
semi-annual  meeting  the  board  of 
trustees  of  Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  elected  officers 
for  1982-83  and  authorized  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  plans  for  the  Ledford 
Student  Center. 

Elected  chairman  of  the  board  was 
W.  Lee  Beaver  of  Chesterfield,  Mo.,  a 
member  of  Edmondson  Road  Baptist 
Church  in  St.  Louis  and  executive  vice 
president  of  Sachs  Holding,  Inc.  of 
Chesterfield. 

Final  plans  for  the  renovation  of 
Gore  Gymnasium  into  a  student  cen¬ 
ter,  as  well  as  plans  for  funding  the 
project,  will  be  presented  to  the  trus¬ 
tees  at  their  March  1983,  meeting.  Cost 
is  expected  to  be  |2  million  with  $1  mil¬ 
lion  provided  by  the  capital  funds  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion’s  Cooperative  Program. 


For  information  write 


The  Baptist  Record 

P.  O.  Box  530  Jackson,  MS  39205 
or  call  968-3800  and  ask  for 

J  I  ii*  f  >. 

Don  McGregor  or  Evelyn  Keyes 


the  EIGHTH  AVENUE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  MERI 


«apttstrecord 


Bunker  HUI  Church,  Marion  County  East  E”d  Cjiurcb  (Lownde*)  : 
will  celebrate  its  100th  anniversary  6n  homf  omin«  and 1  "P**  house  J*  **" 
Sunday,  Nov.  14.  The  day  will  al»  be  sanctuary ;  Kov  28  ’  "«>"  ™al  at  *e 
the  first  of  a  five-day  revival  church;  2  p  m  Presentatl°n  of  the 

D.  J.  Benson,  SKlS  HeighO  T*".’ •««*."  by  the  sanctuary 
Baptist  Church,  Laurel,  will  lead  the  cholr’  £awdynWeeks’  ”llnister  of 
revival,  speaking  at  11  a  m.  Sunday,  as  muac;  w  M  Daves-  pastor. 

weU  as  at  7  p  m.  services  Mon.-Thurs.  Amite  River  Church  (Miss.  Associa- 
LeonWesterhouse,  music  evangelist  tion  > :  100th  birthday  homecoming 
from  Birmingham,  Ala.,  will  direct  the  held  Nov.  7;  dinner  on  grounds;  Mrs. 
mH?lc0  j  .  Susan  Tanner  directed  music  for  af- 

The  Sunday  propam  will  include  an  ternoon  program ;  Ken  Tr apnell ,  pas- 
11  a  m.  service  followed  by  lunchinthe  tor,  delivered  morning  message, 
activity  center.  Then  at  2  p.m.  a  cen¬ 
tennial  observation  program  will  be  Slayden  Church  (Marshall):  Oct. 
presented,  with  a  brief  history  of  the  17>'  around  200  present  for  homecom- 
church  reviewed  by  Mrs.  Norvelle  ing  day;  Church  Training  at  9:30  a.m., 
Robbins  and  a  sermon  delivered  by  the  followed  by  Sunday  School;  Millard 
pastor,  Bob  Kendrick.  Former  pastors  Swinney ,  former  pastor,  now  chaplain 

and  other  special  guests  will  be  recog-  of  Ex-POW,  Inc.  of  Mississippi ,  deliv- 
nized.  1  ering  morning  message;  dinner  on  the 

Immediately  following  the  2  p.m.  grounds;  New  Life  Choral  Ensemble, 
program,  a  reception  will  be  held  in  Blue  Mountain  College,  presenting  af- 
the  fellowship  hall.  ternoon  concert;  Lee  Castle,  pjastor. 

Bunker  Hill  Church  was  organized  ,  Mj  ■  j 

Nov.  11, 1882,  with  a  charter  member-  Westside  Baptist  Church,  Bruce: 
ship  of  19.  The  present  average  atten-  Sunday,  Nov.  14;  homecoming;!  start- 
dance  at  Sunday  School  is  216.  A  cen-  ing  at  11;  Marvin  Bibb,  associdtional 
tennial  committee,  with  Donald  Rob-  director  of  missions,  preaching;  spe- 
bins,  chairman,  has  compiled  a  his-  cial  memorial  service;  a  special  offer¬ 
tory  of  the  church.  ing  to  be  taken  for  the  purchase  of  new 


sou  is  the  new  pastor  Sallis  Baptist  Church  has  called 
•ue  Baptist  Church,  Robert  Moseley  as  minister  of  music, 
s  served  several  pas-  Moseley  is  a  native  of  Atlanta,  GiL, 
torates  in  Louisiana  and  is  associated  with  the  New  Tribes 
and  Mississippi,  in-  Camp  in  Durant 
eluding  15  years  at 

Parkway  Natchez,  Harmony  Church,  Smith  County, 
in  addition  to  First  has  called  Sidney  Michael  Davis  as 
Church,  Canton,  pastor  Davis  and  his  family  have 
and  Horseshoe  moved  into  the  pastorium.  Since  ac- 
Drive  Baptist  eepting  the  call  of  this  church,  Davis 
Church,  Alexan-  has  been  ordained  to  the  gospel  minis- 


Billy  T.  McDaniel  has  resigned  as 
pastor  of  the  Elam  Church,  Coffeevil- 
le,  after  seven  years.  He  is  available 
MHHBflMj  for  pulpit  supply,  as 


t'smi  and  the 
church  plant  was 

■*  Hi  completed  and  re- 
McDaniel  novated.  His  ad¬ 
dress  is  Rt.  1,  Box  219,  Pittsboro,  MS 
38951.  The  phone  is  568-2826. 

McDaniel  is  a  graduate  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  College  and  has  done  graduate 
work  at  Mississippi  State  University 


and  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

Boyle  Church,  Bolivar  County,  has 
called  Michael  Carr  as  pastor.  Carr, 
born  in  Winter  Haven,  Fla.,  is  a 
graduate  of  William  Carey  College  and 


- - - Devotional-  -  -  -  — 

Thanksgiving  for 
a  Baptist  heritage 

By  Robert  B.  Barnes,  faculty. 

New  Orleans  Seminary 

Paul  the  Apostle  gave  thanks  often  for  the  local  churches  which  made  up 


New  Orleans  Seminary.  He  will  be 
moving  from  the  Guntown  Baptist 


Church,  Lee  County. 


LANIER  SMITH,  left,  has  completed  25 
years  of  perfect  attendance  in  Sunday 
School.  On  Sept.  26,  at  his  church,  Mt. 
Zion,  Lincoln  County,  he  was  given  a 
lapel  pin  in  recognition  of  his  faithful¬ 
ness.  and  also  a  certificate.  Mike  Everett, 
pastor,  center,  and  Calvin  Britt,  right, 
Sunday  School  director,  made  the  pre¬ 
sentations.  , 


Jorge  Salazar  is  new  minister  of 
music  at  Thompson  Baptist  Church, 
Mississippi  Association.  A  student  at 
MSU,  Hattiesburg,  he  goes  to  the 
church  field  on  weekends. 


“denomination"  of  his  day.  (See  Philippians  1:3,  Colossians  1:3,  and  I  Thess.  1:2 
among  others.  I  know  there  was  only  one  denomination  then. )  In  this  month  of 

B.]'  thanksgiving.  I’d  like  to  express  my  gratitude  for  my  Baptist 
heritage. 

I  was  saved  in  one  Baptist  church  and  baptized  in  another. 
..  I]  We  were  active  in  Sunday  School,  B.  Y.P.U.  (which  dates  me, 
Ngy  of  course),  and  in  the  worship  services.  Sunday  night  services 
were  joyful,  evangelistic  services.  This  activity  was  inter- 
fjjggB  rupted  by  a  period  of  service  in  World  War  II.  After  the  war, 
§|&B  many  of  us  were  very  active  in  service  in  church.  From  this 
interest  God  called  me  to  preach. 

WBB  My  education  was  received  in  a  Baptist  university  and 
Barnes  seminary  and  was  subsidized  by  Baptist  folk.  Baptist 
churches,  including  one  that  was  half-time  and  one  that  was  quarter-time,  have 
provided  opportunities  for  service  and  growth.  The  association  and  conventions 
have  given  avenues  of  cooperation  and  leadership  training. 

In  the  classroom  and  in  the  field,  the  beliefs  and  practices  of  Baptists  have  been 
learned.  Baptists  are  indeed  a  people  of  the  Book.  We  are  both  independent 
(small  “i”)  and  cooperative.  We  can  be  “feisty"  and  yet  forgiving.  We  have 
always  believed  in  the  preisthood  of  believers  and  never  sought  to  coetce  the 
beliefs  of  others. 

I  am  most  grateful  today  to  be  a  party  of 


Charlie  Cooper  is  the  new  pastor  of 
Valley  Grove  Baptist  Church,  Pon¬ 
totoc  Association.  He  was  pastor  of 
Cornersville  Church,  Union  Cdunty. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Blue  Mountain  Col¬ 
lege 

Oak  Grove  will 
mark  centennial 

Oak  Grove  Church,  Winston  County, 
will  celebrate  its  100th  birthday  on 
Sunday,  Nov.  28,  from  10  a  m.  until 
noon. 

Dinner  will  be  served  on  the  church 
grounds.  Ail  former  pastors  are  being 
asked  to  be  on  program.  Ivan 
Reynolds  will  direct  the  music. 

Oak  Grove  Church  was  organized 
Nov.  7, 1882,  by  the  associational  mis-  EMMANUEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  OCEAN  SPRINGS  recognized  R.  R.  "Doc"  Josey, 
sionary  and  first  pastor,  L.  S.  Foster,  left,  Oct.  10  for  31  years;  service  as  0  deacon  and  leader  of  the  church.  Josey:was 
The  present  pastor,  W.  A.  McPheeters,  chairman  of  deacons  at  the  First  Baptist,  Ocean  Springs,  in  1951  when  First  Baptist 

has  served  the  church  for  six  years.  organized  the  mission  that  became  Emmanuel  Since  then,  he  has  served  at  Em- 

— - -  manuel  as  Sunday  School  director,  Training  Union  director,  Sunday  School  teacher, 

You  are  genuinely  happy  if  you  don  t  chairman  of  deacons,  and  in  other  offices.  He  was  given  a  plaque.  Also  pictured,  from 
know  why.  Joseph  Mayer.  loft,  are  Mrs  Joseph;  James  Haynes,  pastor;  and  Walter  Watts,  chairman  of  deacons. 


SIMEON  NIX,  right,  minister  of  music 
at  Mt.  Zion  Baptist  Church,  Lincoln 
County,  was  ordained  as  a  minister  of 
gospel  musjc,  in  a  service  Oct.  1(J  at  the 
Mt.  Zion  Church.  Nix  is  a  senior  at  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College.  Mike  Everett,  left,  pas¬ 
tor,  presented  to  him  from  the  church  an 
ordination  certificate  and  a  certificate  of 
appreciation. 


mainline"  denomination  that  is 
swimming  upstream.  While  most  others  have  pulled  back  from  missions,  we 
have  launched  Bold  Mission  Thrust  to  involve  all  of  our  people,  not  just  church 
staff,  in  an  effort  to  take  the  “Good  News"  to  the  whole  world.  May  we  be 
remembered  as  Paul  thought  of  the  Christians  at  Thessalonica  when  he  spoke  of 
“your  work  produced  by  faith,  your  labor  prompted  by  love,  and  your  endurance 
inspired  by  hope  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 


Uniform 


Life  and  Work 


Motivations  for  giving 


New  leaders  for  new  times 


Faith  under  pressure 


By  Gene  Henderson,  pastor,  w  give.  However,  he  pointed  out  tha' 

Fairview,  Columbus  love,  if  it  were  genuine  and  mature 

II  Corinthians  8.1-24  would  compel  a  person  to  give.  Lov< 

Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  tradi-  must  express  itself,  frequently  in  giv 
tionally  awaken  an  awareness  of  bles-  ing,  just  as  faith  must  express  itself  ir 
sings  received  bnd  a  corresponding  work.  Paul  was  confident  that  the 
desire  to  sha^j  with  others..  Many  Corinthians  had  received  love  so  h< 
churches  conduct  stewardship  educa-  appealed  for  them  to  prove  it  by  giving 
tion  programs  during  this  season.  The  generously, 
season  creates  some  motivation  in  „ 

giving.  However,  Paul  gave  the  Cor-  IH-  Motive  of  execution  (8:10-11) 
inthians  some  excellent  motives  for  ,.  Many  begin  well,  but  the  ability  to 
giving  in  II  Corinthians  8:1-24  finish  the  task  is  a  much  needed  virtue. 

m  Paul  commended  the  Corinthians  for 

I.  Motive  of  example  (8:1-5,  •)  being  the  first  to  initiate  the  offering 

Paul  pointed  out  to  the  Corinthians  for  the  saints  in  Jerusalem.  In  fact, 

the  example  of  the  Macedonians.  A  they  had  collected  some  money  the 
spirit  of  sacrificial  giving  radiated  year  before  and  expressed  the  desire 

from  the  Macedonians.  Although  they  to  continue  the  collection.  ( Note  the 

were  being  persecuted  and  experienc-  order  of  “do"  and  “desire.’’)  But 

ing  dire  poverty,  they  still  abounded  in  something  had  happened,  they  had 

a  joyous  attitude  and  generous  spirit,  ceased  receiving  the  collection.  Paul, 
Because  they  offered  themselves  first  therefore,  appealed  for  them  to  exe- 
as  servants  to  Christ  and  Paul  (first  cute  their  plan.  They  needed  to  finish 
gave  themselves),  they  willingly  gave  what  they  had  started 
what  they  could  and  even  beyond  any-  j 

thing  that  could  be  expected  (8:3).  In  Motive  of  equality 
fact,  they  pleaded  (prayed)  with  Paul  Those  who  are  able  should  give  to 
for  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  the  those  ip  need  Naturally  those  who 
offering  (8:4).  have  nothing  cannot  give  anything 

The  example  of  others  is  a  powerful  (8:12).  Paul  argued  that  the  collection 
motivation.  Paul  surely  felt  that  the  was  not  to  burden  anyone  but  to 
Corinthians  would  be  inspired  by  the  equalize  the  distribution  of  resources 
action  of  their  northern  neighbors.  Presently,  the  Corinthians  could  sup- 
However,  he  gave  the  supreme  exam-  Pty  the  need  of  the  poverty  stricken 
pie  in  8:9.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  gave  saints  in  Jerusalem.  Paul  closed  his 

through  his  total  earthly  life.  He  gave  argument  with  a  reference  to  the 

up  his  place  in  heaven  but  not  his  deity  manna  supplied  to  Israel  in  the  wil- 

to  come  to  earth.  He  gave  up  the  man-  derness.  Hoarding  possessions  is  not 

sions  of  glory  to  dwell  first  in  a  bam  G°d's  will  Christians  should  be  good 

then  a  carpenter’s  humble  house.  He  stewards  believing  that  God  will  fur- 
gave  up  his  authority  to  become  a  ser-  fish  every  day  that  which  is  needed, 
vant  of  men.  Finally,  he  gave  up  his 

life  on  the  cross.  Jesus  gave  that  man  ».  Motive  of  expectation  (8:16-24) 
could  receive  the  riches  of  eternal  life.  Behavior  is  often  determined  by 
The  Corinthians  had  received  the  gift.  what  ***«  expect.  In  8 : 24  Paul  ap- 
How  could  anyone  who  had  experi-  Pf31*1  to  the  Corinthians  to  show  by 
enced  the  grace  and  example  of  Christ  their  Participation  in  the  offering  the 
fail  to  be  motivated  themselves  to  genuineness  of  their  love,  but  also  the 
give**  validity  of  Paul’s  bragging  on  them. 

Paul  referred  to  three  associates  that 
n.  Motive  of  edification  (8:8-8)  he  had  sent  to  help  in  the  adminsitra- 

Grace  gifts  were  important  to  the  tion  of  the  offering.  Titus  is  the  only 
Corinthians  (I  Cor.  12:1-11).  Paul  ap-  one  named  With  Titus  were  two  others 
pealed  for  them  to  excei  also  in  the  who  were  apparently  well  known  and 
grpeeof  giving.  Titus  was  instructed  to  qualified  to  be  entrusted  with  this 
Complete  the  offering  which  he  had  grave  responsibility  .  These  men  would 
begun  the  year  before  (cf.  I  Cor.  16:1-  be  able  to  declare  to  the  other  churches 
2;  I!  Cor.  9:2).  Paul  reminded  them  of  the  response  of  the  Corinthians.  Paul 
all  the  grace  gifts  God  had  bestowed  wanted  it  to  be  a  good  report, 
upon  the  church,  but  he  pointed  out  Paul  anticipated  a  generous  offering 
that  no  Christian  was  fully  mature  who  (8:20).  He  also  exercised  great  care  to 
did  not  overflow  also  in  generous  giv-  maintain  the  confidence  of  his  fellow 
ing.  Giving  is  grace,  too.  “It  is  doubtful  men  (8:21).  Confidence  that  money 
that  a  Christian  can  be  truly  spiritual  given  will  be  handled  properly  and  will 
unless  he  is  a  good  steward  of  the  meet  the  intended  need  is  a  factor  that 
money  which  God  has  put  into  his  could  affect  giving.  Paul  gave  strong 
hands.  motives  for  giving  and  attempted  to 

Paul  did  command  the  Corinthians  remove  any  obstacles  to  giving. 


By  Charles  S.  Davis,  associate  from  false  worship  was  sapping  their 
professor  of  Bible,  MC  strength,  they  were  not  simply  the  vic- 

Judges  1-2  tims  of  the  shifting  tides  of  human 

On  a  pop  test  during  seminary  days  power.  The  Sovereign  Lord  of  History 
our  professor  asked  the  class  to  define  was  usin8  these  nations  as  his  instru- 
the  German  word  heilsgeschicte,  ments  of  judgment  upon  the  people  of 
which  word  hai  been  a  part  of  our  Israel.  The  author  of  the  book  of 
reading  assignment  for  the  day  .  One  of  Judges  sees  a  cause  and  effect  rela- 
my  classmates,  attempting  to  relieve  tionship  between  sin  and  servitude, 
the  embarrassment  of  not  having  read  III.  Sorrow  and  supplication 
his  assignment  by  inserting  a  bit  of  When  the  people  of  Israel  came  to 
humor,  answered  in  this  way:  their  wit’s  end,  they  cried  out  to  God 
“Heilsgeschicte  is  what  Moses  said  for  help  (3:9;  4:3;  6:6).  Although  their 
when  he  came  down  from  Mt.  Sinai  supplication  quite  often  seemed  like 
and  found  all  the  children  of  Israel  the  cries  of  a  captured  culprit,  there 
dancing  around  the  golden  calf.”  were  times  when  repentance  was 
Although  heilsgeschicte  may  have  genuine  (2:4;  10:10). 
sounded  like  a  curse  word  to  my  There  is  no  possible  way  by  which  we 

classmate,  it  really  means  “salvation  can  explain  to  God  why  we  have  sin- 
history.”  That  is  what  the  Bible  is  all  ned.  The  important  matter  is  not 
about— the  history  of  redemption.  Man  whether  our  sins  can  be  explained  but 
sins  and  God  saves ;  man  disobeys  and  whether  they  can  be  condemned,  re- 
God  delivers.  Nowhere  better  than  the  pudiated,  and  never  repeated.  Repen- 
book  of  Judges  can  one  see  the  recur¬ 
ring  pattern  of  man’s  sin  and  God’s 
salvation. 

I.  Sin  and  sedition 
One  of  the  recurring  refrains  in  the 


By  David  McCubbin,  associate 
pastor,  First,  Meridian 
James  1 

Our  last  unit  (I  John)  was  given  the, 
title  “Growing  in  Faith  and  Love.” 
With  this  lesson  we  begin  a  unit  on 
“Putting  Frith  in  Action”  and  our 
study  is  based  on  the  book  of  James. 
The  lessons  in  this  unit  are  included 
with  those  of  the  previdus  unit  under 
an  overarching  theme  “Keys  to  Christ¬ 
ian  Living.”  i  M 

The  writer  of  this  brief  epistle  is 
probably  James,  the  half  brother  of 
our  Lord.  The  letter  was  addressed  to 
all  Christians  (the  twelve  Tribes) 
everywhere  (of  the  dispersion). 
James  felt  very  strongly  that' a  per¬ 
son’s  faith  would  be  seen  in  what  he 
did— the  way  he  lived.  In  his  Introduc¬ 
tion  to  the  New  Testament,  Howard 
Thiessen  wrote  that,  “James  wants 
|  each  of  his  readers  to  become  a  perfect 

tance  is  the  only  appropriate  answer  to  man  (3,2).”  James  used  the  wbrd 

man’s  sin.  “perfect”  and  it  is  pointed  out  in  our 

IV.  Saviors  and  salvation  lesson  material  that  this  word  does  not 

In  response  to  their  prayer  of  repen-  mean  absolute  perfection  but  full  or 
tance,  the  saving  help  of  the  Lord  appropriate  development— mature, 
came  to  Israel.  God’s  last  word  was  This  maturity  would  reveal  itself  in 
not  to  be  punishment;  it  was  to  be  sal-  deeds  done  and  in  the  way  life  is  faced 
vation.  God  delivered  his  people,  not  from  a  stance  of  faith, 
by  direct  and  miraculous  intervention,  Life’s  problems,  difficulties,  hardT 
but  through  the  medium  of  courageous  ships  are  not  over  when  a  person  be- 
and  consecrated  men.  The  scripture  comes  a  Christian.  In  fact,  there  have 
says,  “Then  the  Lord  raised  up  judges,  been  times  when  the  fact  that  onp  was 
who  saved  them”  (2:18;  3:9. 15).  a  Christian  added  trouble  to  his  life. 

Actually,  the  people  whom  God  Many  have  had  to  endure  persecution, 
raised  up  were  not  judges  in  the  legal  ridicule  and  all  kinds  of  deprivations 
sense,  but  “saviours”  who  brought  because  of  their  faith.  This  was  true 
military  deliverance  to  the  people.  .  for  Christians  when  James  wrott  his 
That  was  the  way  God  saved  Israel  epistle. 

again  and  again;  that  is  the  way  he  The  major  thrust  of  our  lesson  has  to 
continues  to  save  mankind.  God  leads  do  with  temptations  or  trials.  The  word 
through  human  leaders  who  have  be-  James  used  conveys  the  sense  of  both 
come  leaders  because  they  are  his  fol-  outward  trials  and  inward  tempta- 
lowers.  It  ought  to  be  noted  that  in  the  tions.  The  K  JV  translates  it  as  tempta- 
book  of  Judges  the  emphasis  is  not  on  tions  and  the  RSV  as  trials.  I  prefer  the 
the  flawless  of  the  lives  of  the  leaders  word  trials,  keeping  in  mind  the  aspect 
but  on  the  fact  that  God  used  them  in  of  temptation, 
spite  of  their  flaws.  Our  lesson  subject  is  “Faith  under 

The  words  of  Mother  Theresa,  the  Pressure.”  It  was  the  trials  James  had 
Nobel  prize  winner,  seem  to  be  an  ap-  in  mind  that  put  the  pressure  on.  In  our 
propriate  conclusion  to  a  lesson  deal-  study  we  should  see  1 )  Trials  as  a 
ing  with  new  leaders  for  new  times:  means  to  spiritual  growth.  2)  Trials  as 
"Christ  has  no  body  now  on  earth  but  an  occasion,  for  prayer.  3)  Trials  as 
yours.  No  hands  but  your  hands.  Yours  dangerous  crossroads.  4)  Trials  as 
are  the  eyes  which  he  has  to  look  out  reason  to  clarify  our  commitment.  1 
with  compassion  upon  our  world.  Trials  as  a  means  to  spiritual 
Yours  are  the  feet  with  which  he  is  to  growth.  (1:2-4)  James  provided  his 
go  about  doing  good.”  readers  with  a  different  perspective 

from  which  to  view  the  troubled  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  their  lives.  “Count  it  all 
Unless  we  form  the  habit  of  going  to  joy  . .  .”  It  was  not  the  problem  itself 
the  Bible  in  bright  moments  as  well  as  that  was  to  bring  about  rejoicing,  but 
in  trouble,  we  cannot  fully  respond  to  the  opportunity  the  problem  provided 
its  consolations  because  we  lack  for  spiritual  growth  The  trial  itself 
equilibrium  between  light  and  dark-  might  be  very  painful  but  if  endured 
ness.  Helen  Keller  with  patience  and  in  the  strength  of  the 


Eternity  to  sing 

Eternity,  a  Christian  contemporary 
music  group,  will  present  a  concert 
Tuesday  evening,  Nov.  16  at  7  p.m.,  at 
First  Church,  Magee.  The  concert  is 
free  and  a  love  offering  will  be  taken. 


